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The  contents  of  the  present  issue  of  the  Quarterly,  consists  of 
a  selection  of  letters  written  by  Thomas  Boylston  Adams  to  Joseph 
Pitcairn,  with  one  exception.  Pitcairn  was  for  many  years  the 
American  Consul  at  Hamburg;  he  was  also  a  merchant. 

These  letters  are  in  a  volume  of  our  Manuscript  Collections, 
generally  spoken  of  as  the  "Pitcairn  Papers."  Upon  the  cover  is 
inscribed  "Letters  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  Thomas  B.  Adams, 
Rufus  King,  Alex.  Lameth,  &c.  to  my  Granduncle,  Joseph  Pit- 
cairn, 1795-1821.  A.  Oswald  Brodie,  1869." 

Mr.  Eugene  F.  Bliss,  a  former  president  of  the  Society,  in- 
serted a  "Preface"  in  1898,  in  which  he  stated:  "This  Collection 
of  Letters  was  bought  by  the  Hon.  Rufus  King  a  few  years  before 
his  death  (1891),  and  was  among  the  books  left  by  his  widow, 
Margaret  Rives  King,  to  the  Historical  and  Philosophical  Society 
of  Ohio  in  1898." 

There  can  be  no  question  as  to  the  genuineness  of  these  Pit- 
cairn Papers  as  the  familiar  handwritings  of  the  writers  of  the 
letters  establishes  their  authenticity  aside  from  the  foreign  post- 
marks on  the  back  of  each.  The  original  letters  of  John  Quincy 
Adams  to  Joseph  Pitcairn  as  published  in  Ford's  Writings  of 
John  Quincy  Adams — with  one  or  two  exceptions — are  in  the 
Pitcairn  Papers.  All  the  papers  bear  endorsement  of  when  re- 
ceived and  when  answered. 


Thomas  Boylston  Adams,  youngest  child  of  President  John 
Adams,  was  born  at  Quincy  (now  Braintree)  Mass.,  Sept.  15, 
1772.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard,  Master  of  Arts  1790,  and 
in  later  years  Fellow  of  American  Academy.  He  began  the  prac- 
tice of  Law  in  Philadelphia  where  he  writes  in  January,  1794, 
to  his  cousin,  William  Cranch  (Judge  Cranch)  of  Haverhill,  "I 
have  had  the  satisfaction  of  addressing  a  Jury  of  my  Country  in 
my  new  capacity  without  those  usual  advantages  of  a  powerful 
retinue  of  relatives  &  connections  which  those  who  are  natives 
of  this  place  enjoy;  without  general  acquaintance  with  the  mid- 
dling classes  who  give  the  first  lift  to  our  profession,  I  come  for- 
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ward  to  the  Bar  of  Philadelphia  ..."  (Cranch  Mss.  in  the  So- 
ciety's Coll.)  However  the  following  October  he  accompanied 
his  brother,  John  Quincy  Adams,  to  the  Netherlands,  where  the 
latter  had  been  lately  appointed  Minister  Resident,  and  later, 
when  his  brother  was  commissioned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  to  Prussia,  he  went  with  him  to  Berlin  as  Sec- 
retary of  the  Legation.  He  returned  to  Philadelphia  in  December, 
1798,  and  finally  went  back  to  his  native  place  where  he  remained 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  continued  the  practice  of 
law  there  and  was  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Massa- 
chusetts, 1809-1811.  He  married,  May  16,  1805,  Ann  Harod, 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Harod  of  Haverhill,  Mass.  Died 
March  12,  1832,  aged  59  years  and  six  months.  L.  B.  H. 


I 

LETTER 

OF 

THOMAS  BOYLSTON  ADAMS*  TO  WILLIAM 

CRANCHb 

The  Hague  April  8th,  1795. 
Dear  William 

A  favorable  occasion  presents  itself  of  dropping  you  a  few 
lines  by  a  vessel  for  Georgetown.  It  is  the  first  direct  opportunity 
which  has  offered  since  I  have  been  in  this  Country.  Indeed  since 
the  conquest  of  it  by  the  french,  external  intercourse  has  been 
until  very  lately,  altogether  interrupted.  You  may  easily  conjec- 
ture that  our  residence  here  has  not  abounded  with  scenes  of 
pleasure  or  amusement.  A  state  of  war  is  always  unfavorable  to 
both.  The  variety  of  incident  however  has  been  great,  and  the 
period  of  the  last  six  months  has  been  peculiarly  eventful  in  this 
corner  of  the  Globe.  In  the  North,  under  the  immediate  influence 
of  the  Constellation,  not  improperly  termed  the  Great  Bear  of  the 
Russians — we  have  witnessed  the  dismemberment  of  a  heretofore 
powerful  Empire,  the  completion  of  a  partition  of  its  territory 
and  the  irrevocable  subjection  of  its  inhabitants.  Even  the  poor 
title  of  nominal  independence  is  deprived  it.  In  this  quarter  we 
have  seen  the  Conquest  of  a  Country  not  less  distinguished  here- 
tofore among  the  powers  of  Europe  but  its  conquerors  were  men. 
Savage  &  brutal  barbarity,  has  heretofore  neither  marked  their 
approach  nor  characterized  their  residence  among  the  people  sub- 
dued. A  conduct  at  once  generous  and  just  seems  to  be  the  pe- 
culiar attribute  of  a  french  army.  Instead  of  promoting  the  in- 

»  From  Cranch  Mss.,  H.  P.  S.  O.  Coll.  Description  of  earlier  impres- 
sions at  The  Hague. 

*>  William  Cranch  was  born  at  Weymouth,  Mass.,  July  17,  1769.  Grad. 
of  Harvard  1787,  A.M.;  LL.D.  in  1829;  Fellow  of  American  Academy. 
Removed  to  Washington,  D.  C,  where  he  was  appointed  Asst.  Judge  of 
Circ.  Court,  D.  C.  1801,  and  in  1805  Chief  Justice  of  the  same  Court,  which 
office  he  held  until  death,  1855. 
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testine  divisions  of  this  people,  they  have  uniformly  restrained 
both  public  &  private  acts  of  hostility  between  the  different  par- 
tizans.  They  have  ameliorated  the  condition  of  the  subdued  fac- 
tion, and  protected  obnoxious  individuals  not  only  from  violence, 
but  even  from  insult.  In  short  the  french  army  have  literally 
given  peace  to  this  Country  in  its  Conquest,  and  their  presence  is 
still  necessary  to  maintain  the  tranquility.  The  two  great  factions 
which  divide  this  people  unite  but  in  one  sentiment,  that  of  plot- 
ting the  absolute  ruin  of  each  other,  even  the  doctrine  of  Liberty, 
Equality  &  Fraternity  has  brought  them  no  nearer  to  a  coincidence 
of  design,  than  the  opposite  one  that  prevailed  before. 

Times  of  public  adversity  should  not  be  chosen  to  form  an 
opinion  of  the  character  of  a  people;  such  has  been  the  period  of 
my  residence  here.  Credulity  which  is  a  child  of  weakness  & 
terror,  is  one  of  the  characteristic  foibles  I  have  remarked,  as  par- 
ticularly operative  upon  the  mind  in  this  Country. 

Reports  &  stories  are  circulated  to  cheer  the  despondence  of 
a  defeated  party  or  to  intimidate  the  dominant  faction,  so  destitute 
of  probability,  that  one  hesitates  to  decide,  which  is  the  most  ex- 
travagant, he  who  fabricates  them  or  he  who  believes  them. 

Exertions  are  making  to  place  the  naval  force  of  this  Country 
upon  a  respectable  footing.  It  had  fallen  much  into  decay,  and 
all  the  efforts  that  can  be  bestowed,  will  not  shortly  regenerate  its 
respectability,  or  make  it  formidable  to  those  against  whom  it  will 
probably  be  directed. 

France  is  upon  the  eve  of  another  Revolution.  The  people  of 
Paris  have  become  already  outrageous  in  their  behavior  towards 
the  Convention.  Real  or  nominal  scarcity  of  Bread  is  made  the 
pretext  of  an  agitation  which  has  lately  become  alarming,  which 
has  threatened  the  Convention  with  dissolution  and  individual 
members  with  death.  The  latest  accounts  which  are  to  the  4th 
currt  represent  violent  tumults  among  the  people,  forcing  the 
doors  of  the  Convention,  and  treating  that  body  with  insult.  The 
Convention  had  been  for  some  days,  apprehensive  of  this  extrem- 
ity, because  a  similar  attempt  had  been  made  a  short  time  before. 
They  took  resolves,  the  severity  of  which  was  proportioned  to 
the  sense  of  danger,  and  a  decree  which  had  contemplated  the 
Massacre  of  a  majority  of  the  Convention,  provided  for  the  as- 
sembly of  the  Survivors  at  Chalons  sur  Marne.  But  the  last  affair 
was  more  serious.  It  was  a  Massacre  of  the  Jacobins  to  save  their 
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partizans  Collot,  d'Herbois  Barrere  &c.,  and  to  reestablish  their 
authority  on  the  downfall  of  the  Convention.  The  criminals,  or 
rather  as  an  impartial  observer  I  should  say,  the  accused  members 
were  convicted  &  sentenced  to  transportation  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  Republic.  Eight  other  Jacobins  were  arrested ;  Paris  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  a  state  of  siege  and  the  command  of  the  city  given 
to  General  Pichegru,  who  was  upon  the  spot,  whether  casually  or 
intentionally  does  not  appear.  The  General  had  left  this  country 
but  a  few  days,  and  was  supposed  to  have  gone  to  Paris  to  receive 
instruction  for  further  operations  in  the  ensuing  Campaign. 

This  commotion  will  terminate  either  in  the  dissolution  of  the 
Convention  or  the  total  ruin  of  the  Jacobin  faction.  The  latter  at 
present  seem  to  be  the  most  probable. 

The  future  condition  of  this  Country  with  regard  to  external 
relations  with  other  powers,  is  yet  undecided.  A  demand  of  an 
alliance  with  the  french  Republic  has  been  made,  but  an  answer 
is  not  yet  given.  The  Sovereignty  &  Independence  of  the  Ba- 
tavian  people  in  the  meantime  is  nominally  maintained.  The 
Revolution  in  favor  of  the  rights  of  Man,  Sovereignty  of  the 
people,  &c.  is  yet  nothing  more  than  words  which  have  been  at- 
tended with  so  little  real  benefit  that  they  have  scarcely  operated 
a  momentary  delusion.  Ancient  forms  have  been  abolished,  but 
the  substitutes  in  their  stead,  are  hitherto  directed  by  old  prin- 
ciples. A  National  Convention  which  shall  represent  the  whole 
people  of  the  seven  Provinces  is  talked  of,  but  no  measures  have 
been  taken  to  convoke  it.  At  this  moment  there  is  actually  no 
Constitutional  Government  in  the  Country. 

One  thing  however  may  be  observed.  The  party  now  domi- 
nant is  better  disposed  towards  our  country  than  the  former. 
They  have  annulled  several  restraints  upon  our  Commerce  which 
the  old  Government  had  imposed.  They  have  decreed  the  free 
importation  of  Flour  &  Rye  Meal  into  the  Province  of  Holland 
till  the  expiration  of  the  present  year  and  have  given  other  fa- 
cilities to  trade,  which  may  eventually  prove  beneficial  to  our 
Countrymen.  I  mention  the  decree  respecting  the  importation  of 
Flour  &c.,  because  I  suppose  this  letter  will  find  you  in  a  part  of 
the  Country  of  which  grain  is  the  principal  staple  &  whose  com- 
merce forms  a  very  important  object 

Believe  me,  yours  sincerely 

T.  B.  A. 


II 

LETTERS 

OF 

THOMAS  BOYLSTON  TO  JOSEPH  PITCAIRN 


The  Hague  2ist  January  1796 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  from  Paris  of  the  9th  Instant  has  been  some  days 
in  hand.  I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  intelligence  both  public 
and  private  contained  in  it. 

The  flourishing  state  of  our  American  Commerce  is  a  suffi- 
cient indication  of  our  growing  prosperity,  it  is  if  possible,  per- 
haps too  rapid  for  our  benefit,  though  it  might  be  difficult  to  in- 
spire our  Countrymen  with  such  a  belief. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  disaster1  you  speak  of,  I  have  heard 
only  vague  reports,  &  those  through  Channels  which  at  least  justi- 
fied doubt  as  to  their  credibility.  It  would  afford  me  satisfaction 
to  be  informed  of  the  whole  truth  upon  that  affair,  as  it  is  of  a 
nature  particularly  interesting. 

The  English  Minister  apparently  holds  the  purse  strings  of  the 
Nation  for  the  present.  It  is  natural  that  the  great  Capitalists 
should  seek  some  means  of  employment  for  their  money  in  a  time 
of  War,  when  the  ordinary  sources  of  profitable  speculation  are 
obstructed,  &  perhaps  a  loan  to  the  Government  is  now  the  most 
eligible  that  exists.  Will  they  be  equally  ready  after  a  peace  to 
enable  the  Government  to  fulfill  the  engagements  now  &  hereto- 
fore contracted  ?  I  conceive  the  day  of  payment,  as  the  only  one 
to  be  dreaded  by  the  English  Nation.  They  are  enriching  them- 
selves with  the  conquests  made  of  the  fairest  possessions  of  this 
Country  in  the  East  Indies,  by  the  sale  of  Dutch  Vessels  detained 
in  their  ports,  and  these  circumstances  may  strengthen  the  argu- 
ment of  Ministry  for  a  continuance  of  the  War.  Nevertheless 

1  Probably  alludes  to  the  Fauchet  compromising  despatch  and  the  con- 
sequent resignation  of  Edmund  Randolph  as  Sec.  of  State. 
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a  disposition  for  peace  seems  to  be  discoverable  among  the  people 
&  the  Government  declares  itself  ready  to  hear  terms  of  negotia- 
tion for  that  object.  You  can  better  judge  than  I  can  what  degree 
of  sincerity  there  is  in  such  a  declaration. 

The  only  intelligence  I  can  give  you  of  this  Country  is,  that 
a  National  Convention  is  shortly  to  assume  the  Government  here. 
The  Provinces  however  are  yet  divided  in  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  propriety  of  this  change,  &  what  number  of  them  will  form 

the  Republic  one  &  indivisible  is  not  certainly  known 

With  much  esteem,  I  am  Dear  Sir 

Your  very  humble  serv1 

Thomas  B.  Adams. 


The  Hague  i;th  May  1796 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  loth  inst.  has  just  come  to  hand,  and  as  I 
find  a  vacant  moment,  it  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in  re- 
newing my  thanks  for  your  kind  attention  to  the  Commission  rela- 
tive to  my  Books.  I  have  requested  Mr.  Bourne  to  refund  the 
cash  paid  by  you  on  my  account,  as  the  prospect  of  my  seeing  him 
before  you,  is  perhaps  greatest.  In  my  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  I 
gave  you  similar  information,  it  has  probably  reached  you  ere  this. 

1  have  heard  of  the  demand2  made  by  the  Representatives  for 
the  Instructions  and  other  documents  relative  to  the  negociation 
with  Great  Britain,  &  I  am  not  a  little  curious  to  hear  the  result 
of  a  refusal.     It  is  certainly  a  delicate  point,  and  must  try  the 
strength  of  our  Executive ;  I  am  not  sure  however,  that  the  trial 
was  not  necessary.    We  have  reached  a  period  in  our  Government, 
when  it  becomes  important  to  settle  principles,  &  to  define  with 
minuteness  the  limits  of  power  &  prerogative  which  must  be  at- 
tributed to  the  several  branches  of  Administration.    The  Consti- 
tution is  our  Charter,  and  every  deviation  from  it,  from  whatever 
quarter  it  may  come  should  be  checked  with  firmness,  or  there 
must  soon  be  an  end  of  freedom  among  us.    The  popular  branch 
in  every  Government  where  it  exists  is  apt  to  encroach  upon  the 

2  Following  the  President's  notice  to  the  Ho.  of  Reps,  of  his  ratifica- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  amity,  commerce  and  navigation  with  Gt.  Britain, 
came  the  demand  for  the  papers,  etc.,  of  the  Jay  Treaty  by  the  Reps,  and 
the  refusal  of  the  President  to  comply  with  the  request.    See  Camb.  Mod- 
ern Hist.  VII,  pp.  j/p-f ;  Annals  of  Cong.,  Sept.  1795-6,  p.  465;  Life  & 
Carres,  of  Rufus  King,  II,  p.  39. 
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powers,  which  are  delegated  to  the  Executive ;  they  have  a  kind 
of  self-sufficiency,  or  as  the  french  say  esprit  du  Corps,  which 
makes  them  impatient  under  the  exercise  of  functions  in  which 
they  have  no  share,  &  if  their  spirit  of  usurpation  be  indulged  in 
a  single  instance,  the  progress  towards  the  assumption  of  sover- 
eignty becomes  rapid.  We  have  hitherto  had  but  few  instances 
of  this  kind  in  our  Country,  but  our  Constitution  I  apprehend 
has  not  yet  undergone  its  severest  trials. 

All  accounts  from  America  represent  the  state  of  our  Com- 
merce and  Agriculture  as  flourishing  beyond  example;  from  the 
high  price  of  provisions  especially  of  grain,  it  may  be  feared  that 
many  of  our  young  adventurers  in  the  Commercial  world  will 
suffer.  The  European  markets  will  not  bear  them  out  in  their 
extensive  anticipations  added  to  the  enormity  of  seamen's  wages. 
The  comparative  estimate  of  our  exports,  with  those  of  Great 
Britain  is  certainly  flattering,  but  it  must  be  allowed  that  our  5 
millions  of  inhabitants  have  ten  times  the  extent  of  territory  from 
whence  to  draw  their  supplies  for  the  European  market  under  its 
present  circumstances.  Our  imports  generally  have  kept  pace 
with  the  exports  pretty  closely,  so  that  the  balance  of  clear  gain 
may  be  small. 

My  brother8  may  be  expected  over  very  soon,  as  he  waits  only 
the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  me.  He  has  to  be  sure  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  me,  in  his  Winter  excursion,  but  bad  as  Holland  is  in 
point  of  climate,  I  prefer  a  residence  here  before  that  of  London. 
Sickness  out  of  the  scale  &  the  loss  of  his  society,  &  I  can  say 
with  truth  I  had  no  wish  to  be  with  him  during  his  absence. 

With  sentiments  of  real  esteem  and  friendship,  I  am  Dr  Sir 
Your  very  humble  servt 

Thomas  B.  Adams. 


Berlin  21  May  1798 
Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  iQth  inst.  and  for  the  in- 
formation as  to  the  orders  you  have  given  respecting  my  books  of 
which  I  desired  you  to  take  charge.  The  said  books  are  however, 

'John  Quincy  Adams,  then  Minister  Resident  at  the  Netherlands,  had 
gone  to  England  to  exchange  ratifications  of  the  treaty  negotiated  by  Mr. 
Jay,  but  finding  the  task  accomplished  by  Mr.  Deas,  he  returned  to  The 
Hague.  See  Morse:  John  Quincy  Adams,  />.  21. 
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as  I  am  lately  informed,  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bourne4  at  Am- 
sterdam, who  will  transmit  them  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity. 

The  period  for  converting  foreign  loans  into  domestic  debt 
of  the  United  States  at  */2  pr  ct  more  interest  than  the  loan  bore, 
was  originally  limited  to  18  months  from  the  time  of  proposal,  it 
has  already  expired,  and  no  renewal  to  our  knowledge  has  taken 
place,  because  the  creditors  of  our  foreign  loans,  at  the  time  this 
proposal  was  made,  did  not  choose  to  accept  it,  though  it  was 
judged — beneficial  to  them,  especially  if  the  U.  S.  should  be  in- 
volved in  a  war. 

The  Dutch  &  Antwerp  loans  are  upon  similar  principles,  & 
the  Creditors  in  each  hold,  as  evidence  of  the  debt,  what  are  termed 
obligations,  which  are  transferred  by  sale  in  open  market.  The 
obligations  are  for  /.  H.5  O.  1000  each,  bearing  different  rates  of 
interest  according  to  the  nature  of  the  contract.  The  purchaser 
of  an  obligation  stands  precisely  in  the  shoes  of  the  original  holder. 
I  know  not  exactly  how  the  prices  are  now  of  obligations  in  the 
5  pr  ct  loan,  but  about  the  middle  of  February  last,  they  were  at 
9$}4  a  94*4  those  at  4  pr  ct  interest  were  83^  a  84  &ca.  Prob- 
ably from  the  prices  these  obligations  usually  bear,  no  great  quan 
tity  could  be  purchased  at  a  time  without  raising  the  price  very 
considerably,  but  as  to  the  facility  of  transferring  or  converting 
the  loan  into  domestic  debt  the  permission  would  probably  on 
application  to  the  head  of  our  Treasury,  be  renewed,  provided  the 
sum  to  be  converted  were  considerable. 

What  will  be  the  policy  of  our  Government  in  case  of  a  war 
with  France,  towards  their  creditors  in  Holland  &  Antwerp  I 
know  not.  You  know  what  that  of  the  British  has  been  towards 
all  Countries  in  which  the  f rench  fraternity  has  prevailed  by  force 
of  arms.  I  should  conjecture,  that  if  Holland  takes  no  share  in  a 
war  with  us  &  France,  our  creditors  there  will  be  paid  as  punc- 
tually <w  possible. 

The  attack  of  the  f  rench  on  the  Rocks  of  Margou  was  new  to 
us,  the  fate  of  L'Hercule  was  in  the  English  papers.  The  ex- 
pedition against  England  is  I  rather  think  deferred  to  a  more  con- 
venient opportunity — it  will  be  a  misfortune — if  they  should  prove 
so  wise. 

Our  letters  from  Philada  are  to  March  18 — but  from  England 

4  Sylvanus  Bourne,  American  consul  at  Amsterdam. 

5  Florins,  Holland  Currency  (?) 
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—we  hear  that  a  message  was  sent  by  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
on  the  19  of  same  month,  relative  to  the  contents  of  the  dispatches 
from  our  Commissioners8  in  France,  this  recommends  very 
strongly  further  provision  for  defense,  union  &  dispatch  in  the 
measures  to  be  adopted  &c.  The  Representatives  want  to  see  the 
dispatches  at  large,  and  probably  will  be  gratified,  at  least  so  far 
as  proper. 

There  is  here  no  news,  except  the  arrival  of  the  Russian  me- 
diator, Prince  Repnin.  The  Spring  Reviews  have  begun  here  this 
day  &  I  have  been  to  see  the  finest  troops  in  Europe,  foot  &  cav- 
alry about  25,000  pass  before  the  young  king,  who  is  himself  a 
soldier  in  grain.  Fine  fellows  they  would  be  if  champaign  had 
not  made  them  drunk. 

I  enclose  an  original  &  duplicate  for  America  and  would  like 
to  know  if  any  vessels  will  shortly  depart. 
With  much  esteem  I  am  dear  Sir 

Your  friend  &  Servt 

T.  B.  Adams. 


Berlin  28  May  1798 
Dear  Sir 

Your  favor  of  the  25  currt  is  at  hand,  and  agreeable  to  your 
suggestion.  I  enclose  letters  for  America  to  go  by  the  first  vessels 
—I  shall  always  distinguish  duplicates  of  dispatches  by  the  figure 
2  at  the  left  corner,  as  on  the  enclosed,  by  which  you  will  be  able 
to  distinguish  them  from  originals  and  prevent  their  getting  on 
board  the  same  vessel. 

We  have  seen  the  correspondence,  documents,  &c.  of  our  Com- 
missioners,7 and  are  much  of  your  opinion  respecting  their  pub- 
lication ;  I  am  sure  nothing  would  have  been  done  in  Congress 
without  such  a  step,  though  it  would  certainly  have  been  prudent 

"Charles  C.  Pinckney,  John  Marshall  and  Elbridge  Gerry,  who  were 
app.  Commissioners  to  treat  with  the  Directory  of  France  for  a  renewal 
of  diplomatic  relations  which  had  ceased  subsequent  to  Jay's  treaty  and 
the  election  to  the  Presidency  of  another  federalist  (John  Adams.)  They 
failed  in  their  mission  and  were  recalled  as  the  demands  of  the  Directory 
were  offensive  and  could  not  be  tolerated  by  the  U.  S.  See  Channing, 
United  States  of  America,  1765-1865;  Camb.  Mod.  Hist.  VII.  320-3. 

1  See  Note  6. 
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to  ensure  the  safety  of  our  Commissioners.  In  understand  the 
Directory  have  already  come  out  against  them  quite  furiously  but 
have  not  seen  the  piece.  Do  our  vessels  going  from  Hamburg, 
arm  for  defence? 

The  expedition  from  Yarmouth  returned  into  port  on  account 
of  contrary  winds. 

If  Mr.  Sadler  is  still  at  Hamburg,  please  to  make  him  my  best 
Comps. 

I  am  dear  Sir, 

Sincerely  yours 

T.  B.  Adams. 


My  dear  Sir, 

In  one  of  your  last  letters  to  my  brother,  you  ask  for  my  dis- 
positions of  a  certain  box  addressed  to  me,  supposed  to  contain 
segars  for  smoking —  In  the  first  place  then  I  beg  of  you  to  use 
&  dispose  of  them,  as  of  your  own  property,  if  you  are  yourself 
addicted  to  smoking,  and  if  not,  secondly,  to  keep  them  in  your 
possession  until  I  call  for  them,  which,  if  my  calculations  do  not 
fail,  will  be  e'er  many  months  elapse —  I  am  sorry  our  ships  dont 
arm  from  your  port — and  that  they  go  home  in  ballast — though 
I  know  that  in  a  foreign  port  it  is  not  easy  to  find  hands  enough 
to  fight  &  work  too.  I  wish  one  of  the  frigates  would  come  over, 
for  I  dont  like  to  desert  the  colours  of  my  nation,  and  I  wont  go 
unarmed  ;  in  the  course  of  a  short  time — some  chance  may  turn  up 

of  a  f [torn  off]  kind,  if  any  such  should  occur  with  you 

I  would  be  glad  of  timely  no[tice]  [torn  off] 

This  project  you  will  please  to  consider  confidential  from 

yours 
12  June  1798.  T.  B.  A. 


Berlin  9  July  1798 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favor  of  the  6th  currt  is  at  hand.  It  is  true  that  I  mis- 
took the  statement  in  your  preceding,  respecting  the  exchange, 
but  now  comprehend  it  better.  I  agree  with  you  also  in  opinion 
as  to  the  propriety  of  drawing  now  rather  than  at  a  future  day. 
Money  in  Holland  will  probably  find  less  opportunity  of  improve- 
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UK-HI  than  hitherto.  As  it  respects  myself,  however,  security  is 
all  I  want  for  my  property. 

By  all  the  accounts  which  reach  us  from  home,  there  seems  to 
prevail  a  wonderful  spirit  of  independence  &  a  resolution  to 
assert  it,  by  all  the  means  within  the  reach  of  the  people.  The 
dispatches8  from  our  Envoys  really  seemed  to  operate  a  sort  of 
divine  revelation,  but  I  had  no  conception  that  the  mist  before  the 
eyes  of  our  Countrymen  had  been  previously  so  thick.  To  me 
I  confess  it  is  astonishing  that  for  two  years  past  there  should 
have  been  two  opinions  respecting  the  f rench  Government  &  their 
manner  of  conducting  toward  us.  The  spirit  that  is  roused,  I 
well  knew  to  exist  among  us,  but  so  little  of  it  had  appeared,  when, 
in  my  mind,  there  had  been  so  much  to  provoke  it,  that  I  began  to 
despair  of  any  powerful  display  of  it  in  the  present  crisis.  It  will 
do  infinite  good  if  properly  &  judiciously  directed. 

We  have  just  got  through  with  the  ceremonies'  &  rejoicings 
upon  the  occasion  of  the  homage  which  took  place  on  friday  last. 
The  spectacle  was  novel  to  me,  but  excited  no  great  degree  of  in- 
terest, because  there  seemed  to  be  none  of  that  enthusiastic  ardor, 
which,  like  the  electric  spark  communicates  and  spreads  from 
man  to  man,  upon  occasion  to  which  I  have  been  a  witness  in  my 
own  Country ;  Such  as  prevails,  I  hope  at  this  day,  among  us,  and 
which  will  not  suddenly  be  allayed  or  extinguished.  There  has 
been  a  wonderful  decorum  observed  by  the  people,  actors  &  spec- 
tators, and  the  faintncss  of  the  shouts  which  burst  forth  on  the 
occasion  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  rigid  regard  to  decency,  which 
so  abundantly  prevails  here  on  all  public  solemnities.  The  Sieyes10 
was  a  spectator  of  the  scene. 

On  Saturday  evening  there  was  a  brilliant  &  splendid  ball  at 
the  palace,  which  I  found  more  to  my  taste  than  the  first  cere- 

*  Despatches  from  the  Commissioners  at  Paris,  which  roused  great 
indignation  in  Americans  and  created  a  willingness  to  take  up  arms  agst. 
the  French  Republic. 

'  See  Ford's  Writings  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  II,  332-335.  for  interest- 
ing account  of  the  Ceremony  of  the  Oath  of  Allegiance  to  the  new  King, 
Friederich  Wilhelm  III,  successor  to  his  father,  Friederich  Wilhelm  II, 
who  died  Nov.  16,  1797- 

"  Count  Emanuel  Joseph  Sieyes,  French  statesman.  His  app.  1798,  as 
Min.  Plen.  to  Berlin,  was  not  agreeable  to  the  new  king.  See  Ford:  Writ- 
ings of  John  Quincy  Adams,  II,  p.  333. 
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mony ;  and  yesterday  there  was  a  grand  concert  of  sacred  music, 
intended  for  a  Te  deum.  This  I  found  tedious  beyond  measure, 
as  indeed  to  me,  are  all  Concerts.  Here,  I  believe,  the  show  is 
over. 

With  esteem  I  am,  dear  Sir 

Yours  friend  &  servt 

Thomas  B.  Adams 


Berlin  2Oth  July  1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

Yours  of  the  i6th  with  an  enclosure  for  my  brother  came  to 
hand  last  night.  We  hear  also  from  New  York  that  the  Living- 
ston faction  is  numerous,  powerful  &  perhaps  the  prevailing  one 
in  the  late  elections,  both  for  the  State  &  Congress.  How  is  this  ? 
It  is  idle  to  talk  of  patriotism  &  federalism  with  such  facts  as 
these  before  us —  It  is  even  doubted  whether  Mr.  Jay11  is  re- 
elected.  Seven  opposition  men  returned  for  Congress  out  of  ten — 
O  God !  This  will  lead  us  very  shortly  to  the  family  vault 

Is  the  Ocean,  Captn  Coffyn,  armed  for  defence,  and  does  she 
take  the  India  Cargo  with  her  ?  Will  the  Captain  take  passengers, 
and  if  so,  on  what  terms?  What  is  the  latest  probable  period  of 
sailing  and  for  what  post  destined.  Your  answer  to  these  ques- 
tions will  oblige  me. 

The  sending  in  of  a  french  privateer  by  one  of  the  frigate  is 
news  to  us,  and  very  pleasant.  I  am  gaping  continually  for 
more  of  the  same  kind — but  I  rather  regret  that  they  are  not  sunk 
at  once.  I  have  no  bowels  of  mercy  for  pirates. 

I  know  of  no  business  which  a  prince  of  this  family  could 
have  with  you,  nor  did  I  know  of  one  being  where  you  are.  It 
has  been  reported  here  that  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia  is  dead — 
He  has  been  extremely  ill,  but  the  story  of  his  death  is  not  con- 
firmed. 

With  esteem,  I  am  dear  Sir  your's 

Thomas  B.  Adams 

11  John  Jay  was  re-elected  to  second  term  as  Governor  of  N.  Y.,  1798, 
by  vote  of  16,012  as  agst  13,632  for  Robert  Livingston.  See  Alexander: 
Polit.  Hist,  of  N.  Y.t  I,  82. 

17 


Dear  Sir,  Berlin  10  August  1798- 

Upon  my  return  from  a  short  excursion  to  Pottsdam,  where 
we  passed  three  very  pleasant  days,  I  received  your  obliging  let- 
ter of  the  4th  currt  and  thank  you  for  the  detail  respecting  the 
Hamburger's  accommodations.  My  voyage,  I  rather  think  now, 
will  be  deferred  until  after  the  autumnal  equinox — say  commence- 
ment of  October  or  last  of  September,  because  possibly  by  that 
time  a  person  may  arrive  to  relieve  me  at  my  post.  I  would  not 
however  forego  a  good  &  safe  opportunity,  by  this  delay,  though 
I  think  it  would  not  be  convenient  or  even  practicable  for  me  to 
take  passage  with  Mr.  S.  much  as  I  would  esteem  the  pleasure  of 
his  &  and  his  lady's  company.  A  neutral  ship  I  believe  to  be  the 
safest  conveyance  for  us  at  this  time,  &  therefore  shall  thank  you 
for  particular's  chiefly  in  that  line. 

The  remarks  of  Mr.  Thatcher12  &  the  reference  of  Mr. 
Harper1*  respecting  a  conspiracy  against  the  Government,  will 
I  hope  result  in  some  discovery  of  consequence — a  false  alarm 
would  be  very  hurtful  in  business  of  this  nature.  As  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  treacherous  correspondence  with  the  french  I  have  no 
doubt,  nor  have  had  for  three  years  past,  and  I  have  thought  the 
Government  culpable  for  not  using  all  the  means  in  its  power  to 
detect  &  expose  it.  If  a  few  of  our  honest  scruples  are  not  got 
over,  the  enemies  of  our  Country  &  Government  may  organize 
insurrection  &  rebellion  in  perfect  security — fearless  of  discovery 
&  in  defiance  of  punishment. 

Dr.  L.11  who  has  lately  been  with  you,  is  one  of  the  damned- 
He  has  come  over  as  a  Jacobin  Agent — Plenipotentiary — he  can 
have  no  authority  from  a  majority  of  the  Government ;  his  char- 
acter as  a  State  Politician,  I  know  something  of — a  man  of  some 
capacity — popular  talents — a  writer,  famous  in  town  &  individual 
<juarrels  &c,  but  supereminently  a  democrat.  He  is  employed, 
depend  upon  it,  for  the  worst  of  projects  against  our  Govern- 
ment— Hichborn14  too.  Wliere  is  the  Livingston  deputy?  There 
should  regularly  be  three, 

"  Robt  G.  Harper  and  George  Thatcher,  Rep,  in  Cong,  at  this  time. 

*Dr.  George  Logan,  Philadelphia  Quaker;  Republican;  U.  S.  Sen. 
1801-7.  Went  to  Paris  on  private  mission  to  secure  more  peaceful  rela- 
tions, but  was  considered  a  partisan  interference  in  foreign  affairs.  S\ee 
Bassett:  Federal  System  (Amer.  Nat.  Ser.  XI,  />.  245.) 

14  Benjamin  Hichborn  of  Mass.  Suspected  of  being  an  instrument  of 
the  French  Government.  See  C.  F.  Adams:  Works  of  John  Adams,  IX, 
29,  *5  18 


Gerry, 15  we  are  told,  is  gone.  I  have  seen  his  letter  to  the 
President,  by  Genl  Marshall,  beseeching  to  be  helped  out  of  a 
scrape  into  which  he  had  purposely  fallen,  and  from  which  he 
would  be  extricated — only  in  his  own  way.  He  advises  also  a 
fresh  appointment — how  often,  in  the  name  of  God,  would  he 
have  the  experiment  tried  ?  There  is  here  no  news.  Cobenzel  is 
here,  but  for  what? 

I  am  dear  Sir,  your's 

T.  B.  Adams 


Berlin  31   August   1798 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  very  acceptable  letter  of  the  I4th  currt  was  received  by 
me  10  days  after  its  date  at  Dresden,18  where  I  have  passed  a  few 
days  with  much  satisfaction,  in  examining  the  various  objects  of 
curiosity  to  be  found  in  that  City,  and  in  admiring  the  richness, 
fertility  &  beauty  of  the  neighboring  Country.  I  had  formed  high 
expectations  of  the  place  before  I  saw  it,  and  I  can  safely  say 
that  the  reality  was  not  inferior  to  my  anticipations.  Mr.  Childs, 
whom  I  accompanied,  will  probably  pass  the  winter  there,  as  he 
has  seriously  begun  the  study  of  German  &  French,  besides  hav- 
ing several  other  little  inducements  which  contribute  to  render 
his  time  pleasant,  perhaps,  in  point  of  instruction,  profitable  too. 

The  news  you  give  us  from  home  bears  a  good  aspect  in  gen- 
eral. The  reappearance  of  the  patriarch17  of  Mount  Vernon  upon 
the  military  theatre  will  animate,  encourage  &  renovate  what  of 
spirit  or  enthusiasm,  that  may  yet  be  dormant  among  us.  Where 
is  an  example  in  modern  days  of  such  patriotic  devotion,  as  this 
trait  exhibits?  Europe  ought  to  blush  at  the  sight  and  confess 
with  shame  and  confusion  that  her  degenerate  sons  will  not  bear 
comparison  with  the  models  of  the  new  world.  It  was  reserved 
for  the  youngest  daughter  of  earth  to  bring  forth  from  the  nuptial 
bed,  at  least  one  prodigy  of  nature. 

There  is  no  news  here.  We  hear  however  from  England  that 
Mr.  G[erry]  is  fairly  off  at  last,  believing  or  pretending  to  be- 

18  See  Note  5. 

"  See  Journal  of  Thomas  B.  Adams,  Jan-Dec.  1798,  pub.  in  Bulletin  of 
N.  Y.  Public  Library,  XIX,  No.  n,  ed.  V.  H.  Paltsits. 

"  Washington's  acceptance  of  command  of  a  provisional  army  as  Lieut. 
General  in  the  preparation  of  war  with  France. 
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lieve  to  the  last  hour  that  the  dispositions  in  France  are  perfectly 
pacific  towards  us;  Why  not?  But  will  he  find  as  he  hopes  his 
own  Countrymen,  equally  so,  towards  France.  God  grant  he  may, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  I  believe  in  the  pacific  temper  of  the 
f[rench]  Government  &  not  the  weight  of  an  atom  more.  We 
shall  then  be  better  enemies  than  ever. 

I  have  not  renounced  the  project  of  going  out  this  fall,  though 
my  brother  wishes  me  to  take  the  Spring  as  a  preferable  season  for 
embarking.  I  am  not  positive  whether  I  shall  continue  through 
the  winter,  but  at  all  events,  inform  me  of  the  best  occasion  for 
embarking. 

With  much  esteem  I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  faithful  servt, 
T.  B.  Adams 


Berlin  7th  September  1798. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  thank  you  for  your  favor  of  the  4th  and  the  enclosures  there- 
with for  my  brother.  Although  one  of  these  letters  was  from 
home,  of  the  I4th  July,  it  contained  no  news  but  what  you  have 
collected  from  the  Captn. 

Logan18  is  received  and  the  embargo19  nominally  raised,  but 
too  equivocally  yet  to  be  trusted.  Wonderful  act  of  justice  & 
generosity!  Why,  all  the  ships  embargo'd  in  their  ports  don't 
amount  I  dare  say  to  a  dozen.  If  more  so  much  the  worse  for 
the  owners.  Certainly  however,  the  vessels  caught  in  the  snare, 
made  in  point  of  value  no  object  to  the  generous  Directory;  but 
an  Embargo  raised  as  a  proof  of  pacific  intentions,  reads  just  as 
well  in  a  newspaper,  when  only  one  ship  or  even  a  fishing  schooner 
is  released  by  it,  as  if  all  the  British  navy  were  the  prize  re- 
nounced. You  must  know  too,  that  for  the  raising  of  this  embargo 
the  merit  is  claimed  by  several  pretenders,  neither  of  which,  prob- 
ably brought  it  about.  No !  It  is  a  gratuity  from  the  Ex :  Dy 
[Directory],  for  which  however  the  patriots  in  America  must  not 
fail  to  be  abundantly  grateful. 

Our  Congress  adjourned  or  rose  towards  the  middle  of  July. 
1  hope  their  successors  will  in  general  be  stauncher  men.  The 

*  See  Note  13. 

"  French  embargo  upon  American  vessels  raised. 
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present  Gentlemen  finally  did  some  good  &  spirited  things,  but  the 
tares  were  much  too  numerous  in  the  wheat. 

I  can  now  say  positively  to  you,  that  I  go  out  by  the  first  ves- 
sel, which  you  will  undertake  to  recommend.  If  the  Elizabeth 
L.  M.  [Letter  of  Marque]  which  you  mention  be  homeward 
bound  &  soon,  after  seeing  the  accommodations  &  asking  terms 
of  passage,  I  will  thank  you,  if  you  approve  them  to  take  my 
passage,  letting  me  know  what  provision  I  must  make  for  the 
voyage,  separate  from  the  Captains  fee.  I  shall  of  course  wish 
to  stay  here  as  long  as  the  delay  of  the  vessel  will  permit,  though 
the  necessary  preparation  for  the  voyage  will  probably  require  my 
presence  a  few  days  prior  to  embarkment.  I  presume  that  all  I 
can  want  may  be  had  at  short  notice. 

I  send  this  letter  by  a  private  hand,  a  young  gentleman  who 
accompanies  his  father  to  England,  to  obtain  a  Commission  in  the 
Army.  His  stay  at  Hamburg  will  be  only  a  single  day,  and  if 
that  should  suffice  to  bring  you  acquainted  with  him  I  shall  be 
very  happy,  as  he  is  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  and  belongs  to 
a  family  here  for  whom  I  have  much  esteem  &  regard.  His  name 
is  Brown  &  his  father  is  physician  to  the  King. 

I  am  dear  sir,  very  truly  your's 
T.  B.  Adams 


Berlin  16  September  1798. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  9th  instt  a  letter  which  I  gave  to  a  friend 
of  mine  going  to  Hamburg  the  next  day.  He  has  probably  for- 
gotten to  deliver  it,  and  as  it  contained  a  request  for  you  to  take 
a  passage  for  me  on  board  the  Elizabeth  Letter  of  Marque,  pro- 
vided you  approved  her  accommodations,  I  take  the  liberty  to  re- 
peat the  request,  from  an  apprehension  that  the  first  has  failed. 
I  wish  to  ascertain  as  near  as  possible  the  expected  time  of  her 
departure,  because  I  should  prefer  remaining  here  rather  than  at 
Hamburg  until  the  vessel  is  nearly  ready  for  sea,  my  own  prepa- 
rations for  the  voyage  requiring  but  a  short  time.  It  is  perhaps 
not  certain  that  this  vessel  will  be  soon  ready  &  if  the  probability 
be  great  of  her  being  delayed  far  into  the  next  month  I  should 
prefer  going  by  another  vessel,  if  any  should  be  sooner  ready. 

Whenever  you  take  my  passage  be  so  good  as  to  be  particular 
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&  precise  in  making  the  terms  with  the  Captain,  both  as  to  pro- 
vision &  accommodations,  having  as  little  understood  as  possible — 
former  experience  makes  me  suggest  this  precaution  as  advisable. 
I  hope  not  to  be  delayed  beyond  the  ist  week  in  October. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  the  young  man,20  arrived  a  few  days 
since,  who  comes  on  to  take  my  place  here  with  my  brother.  He 
is  a  distant  relation  of  our  family  &  has  just  graduated  at  Cam- 
bridge university.  I  am  happy  that  my  brother  will  not,  by  my 
departure,  be  left  alone — the  drudgery  of  a  foreign  Minister's 
office  added  to  the  regular  employment  of  it,  is  too  much  for  a 
single  arm. 

In  the  hope  of  a  speedy  answer,  I  am  dear  Sir, 
Yours  friend  &  hT>le  Servt. 

Thomas  B.  Adams 


Berlin  i/th  September  1798 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favour  of  the  I4th  inst.  came  to  hand  last  night  a  little 
time  after  my  letter  to  you  had  gone  to  the  post,  its  contents  how- 
ever may  serve  to  regulate  you  as  to  engaging  my  passage,  but 
I  will  add  further,  that  as  the  season  is  so  far  advanced  it  would 
be  imprudent  to  defer  my  passage  for  the  sake  of  having  accom- 
modations quite  to  my  liking —  if  therefore,  a  clever  Captain  & 
good  vessel  should  soon  offer,  I  will  thank  you  to  engage  a  birth 
for  me,  whether  armed  or  unarmed.  I  see  in  the  Hamburg  ''in- 
telligence Comptoir"  a  number  of  American  &  Danish  vessels 
advertized  to  be  ready  by  the  middle  of  this  month,  probably  some 
of  these  may  sail  about  the  ist  proxo. 

In  reply  to  your  enquiry  respecting  arms,  I  can  only  say  that 
our  War  Department  may  have  already  given  orders  to  our 
Minister  in  London*1  for  the  purchase  of  a  supply,  as  I  know 
such  a  measure  was  contemplated,  but  whether  they  have  actually 
been  given  I  am  unable  to  say.  If  you  wrote  to  Mr.  King  the 
same  intelligence  as  you  have  given  me  upon  this  subject,  it  might 
be  useful,  specifying  the  size-calibre  &c.  &c.  of  the  Arms  and  the 
price  at  which  they  may  be  contracted  for;  deliverable  at  Ham- 
burg or  the  U.  S.  The  Prussian  fusee's  cost  complete  at  the 

"  Thomas  Welch  succeeded  T.  B.  Adams  as  Sec.  to  the  Legation. 
11  Rufus  King. 
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manufactury  upon  an  average  Rx.  7.  a  piece;  this  is  about  half 
the  sum  allotted  by  the  law  of  Congress — the  expense  &  risque 
of  transportation  might  amount  to  j  Rx  more  which  would  afford 
a  considerable  profit  as  a  speculation,  even  from  hence.  But  if 
the  Govt  has  already  given  orders  for  the  purchase  of  any  quantity 
you  will  probably  be  informed  of  it  from  the  sources,  though  it 
would  be  well  to  advertize  Mr.  K[ing]  of  your  prospects. 

I  wear  a  black  cockade  myself  with  my  uniform,  but  other- 
wise not ;  though  I  approve  the  idea  of  wearing  one  at  home,  and 
agree  with  you  that  it  is  rather  apish  to  wear  it  abroad,  unless  an 
officer.  It  can  do  no  harm  however  unless  it  should  produce  a 
spirit  of  persecution  towards  such  as  do  not  assume  it.  I  think  a 
Consul  should  officially  wear  the  cockade  prescribed  to  the  Naval 
Officers,  and  if  his  emoluments  would  permit — the  uniform.  You 
see  my  opinion  would  lead  you  at  once  into  expence.  You  will 
do  best  to  follow  your  own. 

The  Autumnal  reviews  are  just  commencing —  I  wish  you  could 
spare  a  few  days  to  come  &  see  them.  You  could  come  on  with 
Mr.  Welsh  &  return  with 

Your  humble  Srvt. 

Thomas  B.  Adams. 


Quincy  2d  March  1799. 
My  dear  Sir, 

That  I  have  hitherto  given  you  no  account  of  my  voyage 
since  my  arrival,  is  imputable  to  the  unsettled  state  in  which  I 
have  been  from  the  time  it  took  place  to  the  present  moment.  I 
have  made  a  visit  to  Philadelphia  to  see  my  father,22  have  passed 
nearly  ten  days  at  New  York,  and  for  the  last  fortnight  have  been 
here  with  my  Mother,28  whose  state  of  health,  though  far  better 
than  it  was  during  the  last  summer  &  fall,  is  yet  very  precarious. 

I  found  our  friends  at  New  York  &  Philadelphia  in  health. 
You  may  remember  I  expressed  to  you,  doubts  respecting  my  re- 
ception from  a  certain  person.  I  was  wrong  in  that  conjecture, 
but  I  was  not  wrong  in  others  more  distressing,  which  haunted 
me  long  previous  to  &  during  my  passage.  It  is  not  necessary 
for  me  to  be  more  explicit  with  you  on  this  subject ;  it  would  ex- 

n  President  John  Adams. 
M  Abigail  Adams. 
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cite  in  you  nothing  but  sorrow  &  disappointment.  His  wife  & 
children  are  well,  though  unhappy. 

The  Alderman  received  me  with  his  usual  hospitality  &  kind- 
ness, but  there  is  unluckily  little  harmony  among  the  circle  in 
which  I  was  formerly  acquainted  at  New  York.  Ruination  & 
politics  have  dispersed  &  divided  them  more  than  you  can  imagine. 
If  comfort  &  tranquility  be  dear  to  you,  I  think  you  have  a  better 
chance  for  them  where  you  are,  than  at  this  moment  you  could 
have  in  this  Country.  Now,  having  finished  my  croaking,  I  will 
endeavor  to  present  to  you  a  more  smiling  picture  of  us  than  from 
the  preceding  specimen  you  may  expect. 

First,  however,  let  me  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favors 
dated  November  15  &  December  6,  the  first  pr  the  Franklin,  the 
last  by  the  Four  friends  arrived  at  Philadelphia.  I  beg  leave  to 
notice  for  your  instruction  that  I  have  not  heard  a  word  of  my 
Great-Coat,  which  was  accidentally  left  behind  me  at  your  house. 
I  think  you  must  have  sent  it  by  one  or  other  vessels,  though  I 
have  yet  no  notice  of  it.  It  would  have  been  greatly  serviceable 
to  me  this  winter,  if  I  had  brought  it,  but  I  begin  now  to  despair 
of  ever  seeing  it.  We  have  had  a  long  and  severe  winter,  with  a 
great  deal  of  snow,  which  has  made  and  continues  to  make  excel- 
lent travelling.  It  even  snows  pretty  smartly  at  this  moment. 

I  have  written  twice  to  my  brother24  since  my  arrival — the  first 
time  by  Mr.  McHenry,2*  who  is  gone  to  stay  with  Mr.  Murray28 — 
the  last  from  Philadelphia.  I  received  the  letter  you  enclosed  me 
from  him  in  your's  of  the  15  Novr  and  am  obliged  to  you  for  the 
intelligence  respecting  him  &  family  in  yours  of  6  Deer. 

My  meeting  with  my  friends  &  relatives  has  been  happy,  and 
the  reception  they  have  given  me,  for  the  most  part  cordial.  I  ob- 
serve very  considerable  alterations  in  our  Cities,  but  little  in  the 
Country  at  large.  The  Society  of  Philadelphia  is  surprisingly 
altered.  The  night  after  my  arrival  I  was  present  at  a  Ball  there 
given  to  the  P.  U.  S.  and  was  much  struck  with  the  appearance 
of  so  many  new  faces,  and  so  few  that  I  had  ever  seen  before. 
During  the  last  season  the  pestilence27  made  greater  ravages  than 

MJohn  Quincy  Adams,  app.  Min.  Plen.  to  Prussia,  1797. 

*  James  McHenry,  Sec.  of  War,  1796-1801. 

*  William  Vans  Murray,  then  Minister  Resident  at  The  Hague. 
"For  Graphic  description  of  the  Yellow  Fever  in  Phil,  see  McMastcr: 

Hist,  of  the  People  of  U.  S.  II. 
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ever  it  had  done  before  in  proportion  to  numbers  remaining  in 
the  City.  Two  of  the  finest  young  women,  Miss  Lucy  Breck  and 
Miss  Betsey  Wescott,  were  among  the  victims.  Young  Bill  Mor- 
ris too,  my  particular  friend,  lost  his  life  in  attempting  to  alleviate 
the  solitude  of  his  father28  in  prison.  In  short  Philadelphia  & 
New  York,  Boston  and  many  other  towns  are  in  sackcloth.  At- 
tempts have  been  made  in  all  of  them  to  rouse  the  drooping  spirits 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  "still  all  goes  on  heavily."  In  Boston  how- 
ever we  have  recently  celebrated  the  birth  day  of  Washington  in 
a  decent  &  becoming  manner  by  a  splendid  Ball  and  dinner,  at 
which  Patriotism  presided  and  Federalism,  feeling  &  felicity  were 
distinguished  guests. 

I  will  give  you  a  sumary  of  what  Congress  have  done  this 
Session  respecting  measures  of  offence  or  defence.  The  first 
law  of  any  importance  which  passed,  was  one  authorizing  the 
P.  U.  S.  [President  of  the  United  States]  to  open  an  inter- 
course between  any  of  the  french  Colonies  &  the  U.  S.  from 
whence  he  should  be  well  informed  that  no  Privateers  were  out. 
The  permission  is  supposed  to  refer  to  some  part  of  Hispaniola 
where  privateering  has  lately  been  stopped  by  order  of  Genl  Tous- 
saint,2*  who  is  said  to  have  an  Agent  here  treating  for  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  that  Island's  Independence.  The  law  authorizing  the 
building80  &  equipping  of  Six  74*5  and  a  number  of  vessels  of 
smaller  size,  making  provision  for  the  establishment  of  two  Dock81 
yards  &  empowering  the  President  to  increase  the  number  of 
guns  on  board  som«  of  the  ships  now  in  service,  is  the  most  ma- 
terial that  has  passed.  Congress  is  just  on  the  point  of  rising  and 
nothing  of  importance  is  likely  to  take  place.  They  would  not 
declare — even  like  men,  and  take  all  the  advantages  of  such  a  dec- 
laration but  persist  in  the  dishwater  state  in  which  we  have  been 
for  a  twelvemonth  past,  with  all  the  inconveniences  of  actual  war. 
The  situation  was  precarious,  dishonorable  and  deceptive,  and  the 
President  has  finally  put  an  end  to  it,  by  the  appointment  of  Mr. 

w  Robert  Morris,  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ;  of  the 
Convention  who  formed  the  Constitution;  U.  S.  Sen.  1789-1795.  Passed 
the  latter  days  of  his  life  in  imprisonment  for  debt.  Died  1806.  Lanman: 
Diet,  of  Cong. 

*  Negro  Chief  of  St.  Domingo. 

30  Act.  approv.  Feb.  22,  1799.    Annals  of  Cong.  Ill,  p.  3804-5. 

"Act  approv.  Feb.  25,  1799.    Ibed. 
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Murray82  to  negociate  with  a  Minister  of  equal  rank  &  powers 
on  the  part  of  the  f  rench  Republic  to  be  appointed  prior  to  any 
movement  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Murray. 

This  step  of  the  Executive  has  caused  great  astonishment 
among  some  people  in  this  Country.  Peter  Porcupine83  abuses 
the  report  of  its  having  taken  place  with  all  his  acrimony.  Eng- 
lishmen &  Anglo-Americans  are  universally  mortified  at  it,  and 
frenchmen  as  well  as  f  rench  Americans  extol  it  as  a  most  glorious 
event.  If  I  mistake  not  these  last  will  be  taken  in  by  the  sequel. 
If  our  Representatives  in  Congress  had  good  men  &  true,  ready 
to  follow  or  to  lead  in  measures  of  energy,  there  would  have  been 
no  occasion  for  this  measure,  which  however  has  not  been  taken 
but  in  consequence  of  assurances  demanded  by  the  President 
having  been  received.  We  do  not  think  rightly  in  this  Country 
until  we  have  had  time  for  mature  reflection.  This  measure  is 
now  unpopular.  I  am  persuaded  it  must  soon  be  appreciated  dif- 
ferently by  the  public.  Tire  President  did  not  expect  that  this 
nomination  would  induce  Congress  to  repeal  all  their  laws  for  the 
Country's  defence  &  the  protection  of  our  Commerce,  but  I  verily 
believe  if  they  had  time,  the  question  would  be  brought  seriously 
before  them.  Virginia  politics  prevail  more  or  less  as  far  as  the 
confines  of  Connecticut,  they  predominate  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  have  many  advocates  in  all  the  States.  An  appeal  to 
strength  would  turn  out  much  to  their  disadvantage,  but  it  has 
been  threatened. 

Bonaparte  has  been  killed  nine  times  already  in  this  Country ; 
but  the  last  death  seems  to  be  credited  by  some.  /  believe,  and 
care  not  a  whit  about  it.  Our  folks  however  are  extremely  in- 
terested in  his  fate.  If  he  would  come  &  put  them  on  his  contribu- 
tion list,  I  should  thank  him,  for  one,  because  I  believe  their 
curiosity  would  thereby  be  allayed. 

I  have  omitted  drawing  on  you  for  the  money  I  have  in  your 
hands  because  the  sacrifice  on  Exchange  would  be  so  great.  So 
long  as  it  continues  law,  I  may  not  draw,  but  perhaps  equity  would 

"William  Vans  Murray,  Env.  Ex.  &  Min.  Plen.  to  France,  1799.  App. 
jointly  with  Oliver  Ellsworth  and  Patrick  Henry.  Henry  declined  and 
Wm.  R.  Davie  was  app. 

"Assumed  name  of  Wm.  Cobbett,  writer  &  pub.  of  Phil.  He  issued 
the  first  number  of  the  Porcupine's  Gazette  and  United  States  Daily  Ad- 
vertiser Mar.  14,  1797;  the  last  issue  was  in  1709;  previously  had  pub.  his 
well  known  pamphlets. 
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allow  me  an  interest  of  six  per  cent  on  the  use  of  the  money.     I 
only  mention  this  as  a  hint. 

Accept  my  best  wishes  for  your  prosperity  and  believe  me 
sincerely 

your  friend  &  humble  Servt. 

T.  B.  Adams. 

P.  S.  You  may  continue  to  address  me  at  Philadelphia,  as  I  ex- 
pect to  return  there  by  the  first  of  next  Month. 
1 2th  March  Since  the  beginning  of  the  letter,  we  hear  from  sev- 
eral quarters  that  Capt.  Truxton  of  the  Constellation  frigate  has 
fallen  in  with  and  after  an  engagement  of  two  hours  &  three  quar- 
ters, captured  L'Insurgent,84  french  frigate  of  44  guns.  The  en- 
gagement took  place  off  St  Kitts,  where  the  Insurgent  was  car- 
ried after  she  struck.  There  is  yet  no  official  account  of  the  action, 
but  the  ("  nstellation  is  said  to  have  had  13  killed  L'Insurgent  50. 
The  nomination  of  Mr.  Murray  as  sole  Envoy  was  withdrawn 
&  on  the  25th  ult.  three  commissioners  were  nominated  for  the 
same  object,  viz.  Messrs  Oliver  Ellsworth,88  Patric  Henry,*8  & 
W.  V.  Murray.*8  The  gentlemen  are  not  to  go  hence  until  a  re- 
ciprocal appointment  takes  place  on  the  part  of  the  f  r :  Rep : 
With  esteem,  as  above 


Philadelphia  I3th  July  1799. 
My  dear  Sir, 

I  address  you  again  after  a  short  interval  from  the  date  of 
my  last,  having  little  more  to  say  than  that  hitherto,  we  are  all 
in  health,  which  I  doubt  not  you  will  be  glad  to  learn.  We  have 
had  several  attempts  to  conjure  up  the  yellow  fever  among  us, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  cases  of  it  have  already  occurred,  for 
towards  the  close  of  the  last  &  beginning  of  the  current  month  the 
weather  was  excessively  hot  and  I  never  knew  a  very  warm  spell 
in  the  city  that  did  not  cause  many  sudden  deaths  from  billious  dis- 

84 Timothy  Pickering,  Sec.  of  State,  to  Rufus  King:  States  L'Insurgent 
to  be  the  fastest  sailing  frigate  of  the  French  Navy;  she  had  50  men 
killed  &  30  wounded.  The  Constellation  had  6  killed  &  3  wounded.  See 
Life  &r  Corres.  of  Rufus  King,  II,  p.  547.  Ed.  C.  R.  King. 

9  See  Note  32. 
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eases.  The  weather  has  again  become  moderate  and  our  apprehen- 
sions have  in  great  degree  subsided,  though  I  am  fearful  the  respite 
will  be  short.  The  fever  of  which  perhaps  ten  or  a  dozen  people 
died  within  a  fortnight  past,  was  not  contagious,  though  a  month 
or  six  weeks  later  it  is  conjectured  that  it  would  have  proved  so. 
Many  families  have  left  the  City,  but  they  had  engaged  houses 
in  the  Country  before  the  approach  of  summer  &  since  they  must 
pay  for  them  they  are  unwilling  to  lose  the  benefit  of  dwelling  in 
them,  but  though  the  town  is  thin  of  inhabitants  it  is  not  quite 
deserted.  I  am  about  passing  a  few  weeks  in  the  Country,  from 
choice,  not  from  necessity,  for  I  never  knew  Philadelphia  more 
healthy  than  it  seems  to  be  at  this  moment.  The  approach  of 
Autumn  must  necessarily  increase  the  number  of  disorders  and 
yellow  fever  most  probably  will  be  in  the  train.  The  Cities  of 
Baltimore  &  New  York  are  as  yet  healthy  and  God  grant  they 
may  continue  so  throughout  the  season. 

I  have  to  request  you  would  be  so  obliging  as  to  purchase  either 
ready  made  or  give  directions  for  the  making  of  three  large  cover- 
lits  of  doum,  such  as  they  make  at  Hamburg  for  the  use  of  ships, 
but  large  enough  to  cover  a  common  size  American  bed  for  two 
people.  The  material  used  for  stuffing  these  bed  quilts  is  I  think 
called  -  -  down,  (I  forget  the  first  name)  however  you  will 

know  what  I  mean  I  presume  from  the  above.  The  Calico  in 
which  the  down  is  stuffed  is  generally  very  rotten  unless  particular 
orders  are  given  to  make  use  of  a  better  quality ;  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  pay  attention  to  this  circumstance  if  you  should  not  find 
such  a  business  too  much  out  of  your  way.  The  application  to 
me  is  from  my  Mother,  whom  I  am  sure  you  will  oblige  with 
cheerfulness,  and  if  the  order  can  be  completed  so  that  the  articles 
can  be  made  to  reach  Boston  New  York  or  Philadelphia  before  the 
winter,  it  will  be  a  great  accommodation.  At  the  same  time  you 
may  send  me  out  a  clever  winter  great-coat,  in  exchange  for  that 
I  left  behind  me,  &  which  I  shrewdly  suspect  has  been  appropri- 
ated to  Consular  purposes.  The  expense  and  charges  of  the  first 
order  you  will  please  to  pass  to  my  account. 

The  renewal  of  intercourse  between  us  &  certain  posts  of  St. 
Domingo  is  the  only  occurrence  worthy  of  notice  of  a  recent  date 
At  the  same  instant  that  the  President's  proclamation  appeared 
authorizing  this  renewal,  a  report  was  circulated  that  Toussaint 
was  dead,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  a  fabrication. 
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The  waves  of  the  Mediterranean,  must  sink  beneath  the  bur- 
den of  Ships  &  Cannon,  which  we  hear  have  recently  passed  the 
straight  of  Gibraltar.  What  a  mighty  conflict  may  we  not  an- 
ticipate from  the  encounter  of  such  numerous  &  powerful  fleets. 
Their  thunder  will  make  old  Ocean  tremble  for  his  domain.  We 
are  gaping  for  the  sound  of  victory  as  if  we  were  within  battle. 

Our  friends  in  different  parts  of  the  Country  are  generally 
well.  The  season  promising  beyond  example  in  this  State.  Trade 
flourishes  &  increases  in  spite  of  all  vexations  &  discouragements 
from  national  causes,  and  political  tranquility  was  never  more  pre- 
dominant. Point  to  the  spot  on  the  map  of  Europe  or  turn  the 
globe  as  you  will,  can  any  place  be  found  of  the  same  latitude  in 
point  of  prosperity  with  the  United  States  ?  I  bequeath  the  prob- 
lem to  your  solution,  and  subscribe  with  great  esteem  &  considera- 
tion 

Your  friend  &  ob.  Servt. 

T.  B.  Adams. 


Germantown  23d,  October  1799. 
My  dear  Sir, 

Between  the  8th  &  i6th  instants  I  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  receive  your  several  agreeable  favors  of  July  6thm  August  loth, 
1 5th,  1 7th  &  i8th  with  sundry  pamphlets,  &c.  &c.  for  all  which 
please  to  accept  my  thanks.  The  muskets  by  the  Connecticut  are 
likewise  reed  in  good  condition. 

By  the  speedy  passages  of  the  Hamburg  traders  this  season, 
we  have  been  furnished  with  very  recent  European  intelligence, 
and  the  triumphant  progress  of  the  allied  powers  has  afforded 
matter  of  joy  or  regret,  as  the  passions  &  feelings  of  individuals 
among  us  happened  to  be  favorable  or  adverse  to  the  cause  of 
universal  Monarchy  for  which  they  seem  to  be  striving.  It  must 
always  happen,  so  long  as  America  is  an  independent  Republic  or 
nation,  that  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  will  continue  to  be  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  her  welfare.  The  moment  that  either 
France  is  victorious  &  Great  Britain  with  her  allies  depressed, 
we  have  cause  for  alarm  for  ourselves.  The  same  thing  is  true 
when  the  reverse  of  this  happens.  We  are  of  too  much  conse- 
quence in  the  scale  of  nations,  to  be  left  in  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  our  Commerce  &  gaining  strength  in  proportion  as  others 
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are  losing  it,  without  a  struggle  at  least  to  draw  us  into  the  vortex 
of  War  &  waste.  We  have  already  resisted  a  single  effort  from 
each  side  since  the  commencement  of  the  War,  and  if  rumor  has 
any  truth  in  the  tales  it  tells,  we  are  not  far  removed  from  a  fresh 
attempt  to  make  us  declare  for  one  side  or  the  other.  We  are. 
or  in  my  opinion,  soon  must  be  in  a  state  of  hostility  with  all  man- 
kind, and  I  swear  as  an  American,  that  I  had  rather  encounter  the 
whole  rage  of  every  power  in  Europe,  as  the  Barbary  States  have 
formerly  done,  that  be  beguiled,  associated  or  allied  with  any  of 
them  in  a  common  system  of  defence.  Either  we  can,  or  we  can- 
not maintain  our  Independence,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  affairs 
in  the  Country  are  drawing  fast  to  the  issue. 

Our  commissioners  to  France  are  said  to  be  on  the  eve  of  de- 
parture in  the  frigate  United  States  to  sail  from  Newport.  This. 
I  believe,  may  be  relied  upon.  We  hear  that  the  British  Minister 
has  signified  to  the  Government  that  the  departure  of  these  Envoys 
will  be  considered  by  the  Coalition  as  an  act  of  hostility.  You 
have  this  as  I  hear  it  every  day  in  public — I  cannot  vouch  for  the 
truth. 

I  submitted  your  letters  of  the  i7th  &  28th  of  August  to  the 
perusal  of  the  Secy  of  State,  who  after  reading  returned  them 
with  no  other  remark  than  that  he  could  not  advise  me  to  enter 
into  the  speculation  you  propose,  since  the  price  of  those  articles 
you  mention,  is  much  lower  here  than  your  calculations.  On  the 
subject  of  the  Ship  to  be  sold  &  the  article  of  copper,  he  said  noth- 
ing, but  when  I  see  him  I  will  ask  more  on  those  subjects. 

By  a  letter  from  my  brother  of  the  i6th  July  I  learn  that 
agreeably  to  a  proposal  I  made  him  last  May,  he  consented  to  take 
MBU  2000  of  the  money  I  left  in  your  hands  &  had  accordingly 
drawn  for  it  on  that  day.  I  have  written  you  also  a  request  to 
purchase  certain  articles  for  my  Mother  at  Hamburg,  charging 
my  account  with  the  cost,  which  I  presume  would  nearly  make  a 
balance  between  us.  Friend  Brush,  who  you  say  undertook  to 
send  my  great  Coat  has  never  been  polite  enough  to  give  me  notice 
of  its  arrival,  though  he  came  safe  himself  some  months  ago.  I 
had  rather  run  the  chance  of  getting  one  from  you,  according  to 
my  request,  though  you  should  charge  it,  than  wait  any  longer 
for  the  other. 

We  are  about  to  revisit  the  Capital  after  a  long  &  unprofitable 

"Mark  branco  (?) 
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absence.  The  disease  has  subsided  both  here  &  at  New  York, 
but  not  yet  disappeared;  the  danger  however  of  contagion  is 
nearly  gone.  The  Banks  have  remained  through  the  season,  in 
spite  of  the  sickness,  but  the  public  offices  removed  to  Trenton 
and  are  not  yet  returned.  I  expect  my  parents  will  pass  this  win- 
ter amongst  us,  which  will  contribute  much  to  my  comfort.  The 

P —     1  is  already  at  Trenton. 

I  will  write  again  ere  long,  &  meantime  remain  with  esteem 
Your  very  obdt.  humble  Servt. 

[no  sig.] 

P.  S.  Our  Election  for  Governor  gives  us  Thomas  Me  Kean  by 
a  majority  of  about  six  thousand  votes.  Numbers  will  always 
outvote  property — or  in  other  words  the  Democrats  will  always 
beat  the  Aristocrats  on  a  fair  trial  of  strength.  If  we  are  to  fight 
G.  B.  [Great  Britain]  this  State  will  deserve  a  third  part  of  the 
burthen  of  the  war. 

Our  Congress  has  a  better  reputation  than  I  fear  it  will  merit 
when  it  comes  together.  The  Session  will  be  long  &  stormy.  1 
look  for  something  great  to  save  the  Country. 

Philadelphia  26th  I  find  a  vessel  ready  to  sail  for  Bremen  and 
I  shall  make  up  my  packet  for  you  under  cover  to  our  Consul  at 
that  place. 

The  departure  of  the  Envoys  will  probably  happen  about  the 
ist  of  next  month.  The  story  of  the  British  Minister's  represen- 
tations on  the  subject  is  very  doubtful.  I  am  disposed  to  discredit 
it,  though  I  have  no  special  authority  for  so  doing. 

I  am  as  above 
[Endorsed  "Thomas  Adams"]  Yours 


Philadelphia  i8th  February  1800. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  know  not  whether  I  have  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  any 
letter  from  you,  since  your  favor  of  the  i8th  September,  which  I 
received  about  two  months  after  its  date.  Several  communica- 
tions from  you  have  reached  me  within  a  short  period,  viz.  The 
few  lines  accompanying  the  two  Bills  of  Lading  the  articles  pro- 
cured by  my  desire  and  shipped  on  board  the  Nancy,  which  ar- 
rived safe  at  New  York  some  weeks  ago.  Mr.  Me  Cormick,  to 
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whom  the  bale  was  addressed  has  obligingly  taken  charge  of  the 
same  &  promised  to  hold  it  till  further  order. 

The  numbers  of  the  very  interesting  work,  called  precis  des 
evenemens  &c.,  have  reached  me  to  No  7  inclusive,  and  your  let- 
ter of  December  3d,  which  is  the  latest  I  have  from  Europe,  came 
to  hand  three  days  ago. 

For  all  these  marks  of  your  attention  &  politeness,  be  pleased  to 
accept  my  warmest  thanks;  especially  for  the  execution  of  the 
Commission  with  which  I  charged  you,  &  for  the  pamphlets  which 
have  been  so  punctually  transmitted  to  me. 

I  have  presumed  that  upon  the  score  of  expence,  whenever 
the  funds  in  your  hands  belonging  to  me,  are  exhausted  &  I  should 
become  your  debtor,  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me 
thereof.  If  I  have  been  wrong  in  the  presumption,  I  beg  you  to 
receive  this,  as  a  formal  request  on  my  part,  that  this  course  may 
be  pursued.  I  can  form  no  precise  estimate  of  the  cost  of  the 
Articles  you  shipped  at  my  instance,  nor  of  the  other  little  ex- 
pences  incurred  on  my  account,  therefore,  I  shall  trust  to  your 
correctness  for  a  statement  of  the  pecuniary  balance,  between  us. 

I  ought  to  have  acknowledged,  if  I  have  hitherto  neglected  to 
do  so,  the  receipt  of  my  long  missing  Great  Coat.  Mr.  Brush 
was  faithful  to  his  trust,  and  delivered  the  garment  with  a  letter 
for  me,  shortly  after  his  arrival,  at  a  place,  where  he  had  reason 
to  presume  I  should  most  readily  hear  of  them,  but  until  I  wrote 
him  a  letter  on  the  subject,  he  knew  not  that  it  had  never  been 
made  known  to  me,  where  it  had  been  left.  The  Great  Coat  you 
have  sent  me,  will  not  however  be  too  much,  and  if  I  live  to  see 
another  winter,  will  be  very  acceptable. 

You  appear  to  have  seen  some  of  the  commercial  embarrass- 
ments, which  in  the  course  of  the  last  Autumn  &  Winter,  have 
been  so  ruinous  in  different  parts  of  Europe;  the  consequences 
have  been  seriously  alarming  to  the  trading  interests  of  this  Coun- 
try also,  and  the  numerous  failures  which,  within  a  short  period, 
have  happened  at  Baltimore.  New  York  &  Boston  are  sufficient 
evidence  of  the  fact.  Philadelphia,  in  comparison  with  her  Sister 
Cities  has  wonderfully  escaped  the  calamity,  which  is  elsewhere 
so  fatally  felt.  Excepting  a  momentary  stoppage  of  payment, 
by  one  Merchant  of  pretty  extensive  concerns,  there  has  hitherto 
been  no  instance  of  perceptible  difficulty,  and  if  this  gentleman 
should,  as  he  very  confidently  declares  he  shall,  be  able,  to  get 
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through,  without  a  Crash,  it  is  hoped  &  believed,  that  the  commer- 
cial credit  of  this  City  will  suffer  no  material  shock. 

We  moralize  upon  the  uncertainty  of  human  calculations, 
when  applied  to  the  inscrutable  ways  of  providence.  Had  our 
City  not  been  scourged  by  an  all  destroying  pestilence,  during 
the  season  of  commercial  activity,  we,  like  our  neighbors  might 
have  been  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  ruinous  speculation.  It  is  con- 
jectured that  this  single  circumstance  has  saved  to  the  trading 
Capital  at  Philadelphia,  upwards  of  two  millions  of  Dollars. 

The  law  prohibiting  intercourse  of  a  Commercial  nature  with 
France  and  its  dependences,  by  means  of  Vessels,  owned  by  Citi- 
zens of,  or  Residents  in,  the  United  States,  has  been  eluded  &  in- 
fringed in  numerous  instances,  by  the  ingenious  artifices  of  our 
Mercantile  gentry,  who  like  all  others  concerned  in  traffic  are  apt  to 
regard  all  laws  &  regulations  in  restraint  thereof  as  tyrannical,  & 
therefore  not  obligatory  in  the  Court  of  Conscience.  Many  seiz- 
ures of  vessels  &  Cargo's  took  place,  and  the  merits  of  each  case 
were  discussed  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States,  and  although, 
the  breach  or  evasion  of  the  non  intercourse  law  was  clearly  proved 
in  every  case,  still  the  Judges  could  not  think  themselves  author- 
ized to  condemn  the  property  seized,  because  it  was  claimed  by 
foreigners,  being  Neutrals.  From  the  adjudications  in  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  appeals  were  made  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  on 
full  argument  before  it  at  the  last  term,  which  closed  a  few  days 
since,  the  judgments  of  the  Courts  below  were  confirmed.  The 
business  has  since  excited  the  attention  of  Congress,  and  a  pro- 
vision is  now  under  discussion  for  amending  the  non  intercourse 
law  in  several  particulars  wherein  experience  has  proved  its  de- 
fects. But  who  can  provide  against  the  knavery  of  Merchants. 
Our  Congress  is  respectably  composed  for  the  most  part  this  year. 
The  House  of  Representatives  particularly.  More  talent  &  more 
Nationality  have  never  distinguished  this  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  there  is  nevertheless  formidable  opposition  to  all  measures 
tending  to  strengthen  the  federal  arm,  and  frequent  attempts  have 
been  made  to  enfeeble  it. 

This  being  the  last  Constitutional  or  legal  Session  of  Congress 
at  this  place,  preparations  are  going  on  with  some  activity,  to  pro- 
vide for  their  accommodation  at  the  City  of  Washington.  More 
funds  will  be  required  to  complete  the  buildings  now  begun,  and 
what  provision  will  be  made  for  this  object,  it  is  not  easy  to  fore- 
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see.  There  is  a  manifest  reluctance  in  Congress  to  furnish  the 
necessary  supplies  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  and  Virginia  seems 
to  concern  herself  little,  whether  any  general  Government  shall 
exist  at  all.  The  whole  burthen  therefore  seems  to  rest  upon 
Maryland,  but  we  know  very  well  what  little  this  reliance  amounts 
to.  When  the  great  folks  get  upon  the  spot,  I  conjecture  there 
will  be  a  more  potent  &  efficacious  appeal  to  open  the  National 
purse,  than  has  ever  yet  been  made. 

We  are  expecting  daily  some  tidings  of  or  from  our  Commis- 
sioners to  France.  By  many  people  here,  the  recent  &  thorough 
change  of  men  in  power  at  Paris,  is  deemed  a  favorable  symptom 
for  our  concerns.  We  have  some  hopes,  indeed,  that  to  all  the 
other  great  &  splendid  qualities  attributed  to  the  Corsican  hero, 
that  of  doing  justice  may  be  superadded.  If  in  this  hope,  America 
shall  not  be  disappointed,  I  would  not  for  one,  refuse  to  join  in 
the  fashionable  ejaculation  of  a  french  multitude — "Long  live 
Buonaparte,  the  Corsican."  But  Sieyes,  Talleyrand,  Volney, 
Ducos —  These  men  must  have  no  voice  at  the  tribunal  of  Jus- 
tice, or  her  cause  will  be  perverted  &  her  claims  will  be  converted 
into  humble  supplication  for  redress,  to  which  the  most  probable 
answer  would  be  a  demand  for  bribes. 

Peace  which  was  so  earnestly  looked  for  as  a  consequence  of 
the  new  state  of  things  in  France,  is  said  now  to  be  less  probable, 
at  least  we  hear  that  active  preparations  are  making  for  a  vigorous 
continuance  of  the  War  in  all  quarters,  and  hence  conclude  that 
another  Campaign  may  be  expected.  This  sort  of  reasoning  is  not 
always  infallible. 

The  sudden  death  of  General  Washington,  of  which  you  will 
hear  very  speedily  created  a  lively  &  universal  sensation  of  grief 
throughout  the  Country.  Every  mark  of  respect  which  his  Coun- 
try is  capable  of  showing  his  character  &  his  memory,  will  be  ex- 
hibited, and  the  22d  of  this  month  has  been  set  apart  by  public 
authority  for  the  purpose  of  commemorating  the  virtues,  the  serv- 
ices &  the  peculiar  merits  of  the  deceased.  Already  every  part  of 
the  Country  has  anticipated  the  general  voice  by  exercises  adapted 
to  the  same  great  occasion  ;  but  these  effusions  were  voluntary  and 
may  not  improperly  be  repeated  under  public  sanction. 

I  am,  with  sentiments  of  esteem 
vour  friend  &  hble  Servt.     Thomas  B.  Adams. 
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Philadelphia  3ist  May  1800 
Dear  Sir 

On  my  return  last  evening  from  a  short  journey  into  the  in- 
terior of  this  State,  I  received  your  favor  of  April  7th,  accompa- 
nied with  No.  10  of  the  Precis  militaire.  The  two  last  preceding 
Numbers  have  not  yet  come  to  hand,  nor  any  letter  of  a  later  date 
than  December  3.  From  my  brother  I  have  no  accounts  so  late  as 
from  yourself.  Just  before  my  departure  from  the  City,  I  reed 
a  letter  from  Mr.  Jay  dated  London,  September  of  the  last  year 
&  informing  that  it  was  accompanied  by  the  numbers  of  the  Brit- 
ish Mercury  which  you  had  requested  him  to  forward.  The  three 
volumes  are  consequently  complete,  and  I  am  happy  to  have  in 
my  possession,  a  work  of  so  much  merit. 

I  believe  you  begin  to  find  me  an  unprofitable  correspondent, 
at  least  I  think  myself  to  be  such,  for  I  have  so  little  pleasure  or 
satisfaction  in  dwelling  upon  the  prospects  of  the  time,  that  I 
cannot  detail  the  current  events  with  zeal  or  spirit. 

Take  this  as  a  specimen  of  present  despondency,  my  conjec- 
ture relative  to  the  probable  turn  of  political  events  in  this  Coun- 
try. First,  the  complete  success  of  the  Democrats  as  to  the  grand 
object  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  election.  A  pretty  sudden  and  complete 
change  of  the  administration,  both  in  the  persons  &  measures  of 
our  political  rulers.  A  recall  of  all  foreign  Ministers  &  Consuls 
to  be  replaced  by  the  friends  &  adherents  of  the  chief  magistrate. 
An  attempt,  possibly  a  successful  one,  to  subvert  the  funding  sys- 
tem. A  division  of  the  Continent  into  three  separate  governments 
—Northern,  Middle  &  Southern.  An  intestine  war  to  settle  the 
boundaries  of  each,  wherein  the  district  or  division,  likely  to  fail 
of  success  would  resort  to  foreign  aid  and  for  assistance,  and  call 
in  either  french  or  English  to  complete  the  work  of  confusion. 

Suppose  a  momentary  and  satisfactory  adjustment  of  our  dif- 
ferences with  France;  a  renewal  of  intercourse  on  fair  &  liberal 
principles,  &c. .  Our  Countrymen  engage  in  an  extensive  trade — 
disregarding  perhaps,  the  fair  rules  and  regulations  which  have 
been  established  by  authority — they  load  ships  with  articles  con- 
traband of  war — British  vessels  stop,  overhaul  &  send  them  in 
for  adjudication.  Is  or  is  not  such  a  course  of  proceedings  prob- 
able? what  results  from  it?  If  our  ships  are  dismantled  &  our 
Navy  abandoned,  there  is  no  security  for  peace,  other  than  the 
benefit  to  be  derived  from  our  trade.  The  twelve  Regiments 
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which  were  to  have  been  raised  &  to  serve  for  the  term  of  three 
years  or  until  a  settlement  of  our  variance  with  France,  are  to  be 
disbanded  the  I5th  of  next  month  at  all  events ;  thus,  without  any 
assurance  of  a  favorable  result  to  the  negociation  begun  by  our 
Commissioners,  without  a  syllable  having  transpired  of  the  prog- 
ress hitherto ;  upon  the  strength  of  the  favorable  reception  of  our 
Envoys  alone,  are  we  reducing  our  defensive  system.  This  policy 
I  dislike,  for  although  the  army  was  not  likely  to  be  of  much  ef- 
fective service,  the  disbanding  of  it,  looks  &  sounds  like  a  pre- 
mature dereliction  of  an  imposing  attitude. 

Should  present  appearances  not  be  eventually  realized,  should 
the  same  Chief  magistrate*7  or  one  of  the  same  politics  be  elected 
to  the  chair  again.  I  look  for  Rebellion,  Insurrection  &c.,  as  the 
consequence.  The  discontent  which  now  rests  in  this  Country, 
which  is  kept  alive  &  increased  by  every  artifice  which  falsehood 
&  wickedness  can  invent — discovers  itself  only  in  murmurs — the 
magic  of  expectation  keeps  it  within  these  boundaries  for  the  pres- 
ent, but  should  disappointment  succeed  to  such  sanguine  hopes  of 
an  immediate  change  in  the  administration — I  know  of  nothing 
to  restrain  the  impulse  though  perhaps  my  estimate  of  the  acri- 
mony may  surpass  the  reality. 

The  Fed's  have  split.  Some  are  resolved  to  abandon  the  pres- 
ent leader  while  some  abide  by  him  and  resolve  to  see  it  out  with 
the  Anti's.  Genl  Pinckney**  will  be  run  as  V.  P.  [Vice  President] 
in  several  of  the  Eastern  States  and  as  President  in  the  Southern, 
which  according  to  some  calculations  will  put  him  into  the  chair. 
All  the  opinion  I  can  give  at  present  is,  that  the  federal  candidate 
will  not  prevail. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  i6th  currt  and  nearly  all  the  public 
offices  are  removed  to  the  future  seat  of  Govt,  the  federal  City, 
where  the  President  has  gone  for  a  visit.  Messrs.  Marshall89  & 
Dexter40  have  each  accepted  the  offices  of  Secretary  of  State  &  of 
war,  to  which  they  were  respectively  appointed  just  before  the 
close  of  the  Session.  This  is  all  the  important  news  within  my 
present  recollection. 

Our  commerce  is  still  suffering,  partially  under  the  french  & 

a  Thomas  Jefferson. 
"  Charles  C.  Pinckney. 

"John  Marshall  of  Va. ;  app.  Sec.  of  State,  May  13,  1800. 
*  Samuel  Dexter  of  Mass.;  app.  Sec.  of  War,  May  13,  1800  &  May  31. 
s.  yr.  Sec.  of  the  Treas. 
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british  depredation,  and  we  understand  that  the  English  Cabinet 
discover  little  solicitude  to  enter  upon  further  negociation.  Some 
late  captures  and  condemnations  at  Hallifax  have  excited  surprise 
on  account  of  the  reasons  &  principles  upon  which  the  adjudica- 
tion were  made,  viz  that  the  vessels  &  Cargoes  though  confessedly 
American  property  at  the  time  of  the  late  captures,  had  hereto- 
fore, (the  vessels)  been  trading  to  an  enemy's  port.  There  is  yet 
some  reason  to  doubt  the  authenticity  of  this  reported  decision. 
The  internal  prosperity  of  our  Country  is  equal  to  any  former 
period,  the  season  has  hitherto  been  very  favorable  to  the  Agri- 
cultural interest,  but  in  some  of  the  richest  and  most  flourishing 
parts  of  this  State  there  is  an  unaccountable  sourness  in  the  public 
opinion,  prosperity,  abundance  &  increasing  wealth  will  be  the 
ruin  of  this  Country,  sooner  than  a  flood  of  the  most  afflicting 
calamities.  I  advanced  a  similar  sentiment,  in  my  correspondence 
with  you,  and  though  you  thought  I  advanced  a  paradox,  it  still 
remains  a  portion  of  the  creed  of 

Your  friend  &  hble  Servt. 
[End<*  "Thomas  Adams"]  


Phild.  3oth  July  1800. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  ship  Pennsylvania  sails  for  your  port,  tomor- 
row and  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  to  thank  you  for  the  8th 
&  9th  No  of  Le  Precis,  which  came  to  hand  a  few  days  ago,  with 
a  line  from  you  of  the  ist  May.  I  have  also  received  from  Eng- 
land the  Numbers  of  Le  Mercure,  up  to  March  of  the  currt  year, 
and  I  learnt  with  much  concern  the  death  of  the  learned  Editor  of 
that  work,  by  the  same  occasion.  We  are  told  however  that  a  suc- 
cessor of  talent  has  been  found  in  a  friend  of  the  late  Editor,  by 
the  name  of  Dumont. 

Since  you  promise  me  a  letter  by  the  next  conveyance,  I  may 
venture  to  give  credit  for  it  in  advance,  but  it  seems  to  me  that 
my  letters  from  German  dominions  diminish,  very  sensibly  in 
number.  From  my  brother,  I  have  no  letter  for  many  months, 
and  I  strongly  apprehend  that  those  that  he  has  sent,  have  mis- 
carried. 

You  will  have  heard  of  the  changes  which  took  place  in  our 
Cabinet  shortly  before  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  perhaps  they 

37 


will  surprise  you  as  they  did  many  others,  who  were  nearer  the 
scene  than  yourself.  I  shall  avoid  saying  anything  respecting  the 
measure,  further  than  it  created  many  violent  and  open  mouthed 
enemies  against  the  chief,  and  none  more  violent  than  little  Alex- 
ander41 the  late  Major  Genl.  He  felt  the  blow,  which  was  per- 
haps not  accidentally  aimed,  and  there  are  some  folks  who  will 
know  that  he  had  long  provoked  it.  He  has  done  more  harm, 
within  two  years,  to  the  federal  cause  in  New  York  than  ever  did 
good  in  his  life.  This  I  know  &  any  one  who  has  eyes  can  see  it. 
All  his  influence  is  now  using  to  bring  Genl  Pinckney  into  the 
chair,  to  divide  the  federal  interest  at  least,  so  that  the  present 
occupant,  at  all  events,  shall  be  ousted.  Such  is  the  patriotism 
of  the  little  moral  West  Indian.  God  reward  him,  I  say,  for  the 
harm  he  is  endeavoring  to  do.  He  played  precisely  the  same 
game  at  the  last  election.  Look  at  what  has  been  the  consequence 
of  his  conduct  at  New  York.  But  you  can  hardly  share  my  feel- 
ings, on  this  subject,  I  do  not  believe,  that  I  have  more  personal 
sensibility  of  this  occasion,  than  many  others,  but  I  am,  neverthe- 
less, not  unaware  of  the  difficulty  of  discriminating  rightly,  be- 
tween a  mental  &  a  corporal  bias,  on  these  occasions. 

We  are  looking  with  some  impatience  to  have  a  confirmation 
of  what  has  been  so  often  reported — the  fall  of  Geneva.  Some 
accounts  say  it  Has  been  relieved  by  Buonaparte.  The  passage  of 
the  Alps  with  heavy  Artillery  by  the  route  he  took,  is  thought  an- 
other of  the  seven  labors  of  this  Hercules  in  Arms.  Austria  fights 
hard,  but  I  think  this  is  a  last  effort.  However,  I  am  but  a  shallow 
Diplomat  now,  so  all  my  surmises  go  for  naught. 

Our  vessels  are  molested  now  &  then,  by  both  parties.  Legal 
adjudication  has  again  come  in  vogue  in  Halifax  &c.  about  which 
much  newspaper  bluster  is  made,  but  chiefly  for  electioneering 
purposes.  The  ferment  against  Old  England  is  labored  with  great 
violence  &  with  considerable  success  whenever  a  pretext  is  given. 
The  treaty  with  the  french  Rep[ublic]  is  rumored  of  as  made, 
&  on  its  passage  over,  but  we  know  nothing  about  it  for  all  that. 

Our  friend,  W.  Rogers,  has,  I  believe  reached  N.  York,  within 
a  short  time,  bringing,  as  it  is  said,  dispatches  from  our  Commis- 

I  am,  with  much  esteem. 

Dear  Sir,  as  usual 
"Thomas  Adams"  Your  friend  

Alexander  Hamilton. 
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Philadelphia  5th  September  1800 
Dear  Sir 

On  the  1 2th  of  last  month  I  received  your  favor  of  the  3Oth 
May  which  is  the  most  recent  of  my  European  advices.  I  have 
not  a  line  from  Berlin  for  a  period  of  more  than  six  months,  al- 
though I  cannot  accuse  myself  of  any  remissness  in  writing. 
These  things  were  not  wont,  so  to  be,  but  I  doubt  not  the  Minister 
has  a  reasonable  excuse.  I  must  scold  a  little  more  directly  than 
I  have  done  or  I  may  not  get  satisfaction. 

In  one  of  my  last  letters  I  told  you  it  was  time  for  you  and 
all  other  advocates  of  the  present  order  of  things  in  this  Country, 
so  to  fashion  your  conduct  as  not  to  become  obnoxious  to  any  new 
Administration  which  great  exertions  are  making  to  secure.  A 
schism  between  the  Federalists  has  really  taken  place,  as  to  the 
Man  who  shall  be  chosen  to  rule  over  us,  and  it  behooves  every 
one  who  has  a  preference  to  make  his  election  as  to  the  Candidate, 
in  season.  But  the  doctrine  of  the  times  is,  that  if  the  man  who 
is  in,  may  not  be  contined,  because  of  the  unpopularity  of  some 
of  his  measures,  he  ought  to  be  given  up,  even  by  his  friends  for 
the  sake  of  bringing  in  another  of  the  same  side.  The  head42  & 
chief  of  the  schismatics  lives  in  New  York  &  has  made  "a  fine 
kettle  of  fish",  of  the  federal  cause  in  that  State.  I  believe  that 
his  conduct  has  destroyed  public  confidence  more  than  that  of  any 
other  man  in  this  Country.  What  effect  this  threatened  division 
may  produce,  I  know  not. 

It  is  a  pretty  gloomy  time  for  men  of  real  concern  for  the  wel- 
fare of  their  Country.  Popular  elections  are  so  constantly  recur- 
ring, that  the  minds  of  the  people  are  kept  in  a  continual  ferment, 
and  public  offices  are  so  much  sought  after  &  so  eagerly  pursued, 
that  elections  begin  to  grow  more  tumultuous,  more  numerously 
attended,  and  the  animosity  of  parties  proportionately  increased. 
The  people  are  naturally  fond  of  the  importance,  which  a  controul 
over  elections,  confers,  and  they  are  tenacious,  extremely  so,  of 
this  prerogative.  Little  evil  would  result  from  it,  if  it  were  con- 
fined to  proper  limits  and  the  only  difficulty  on  this  subject  seems 
to  be  to  ascertain,  what  those  limits  ought  to  be.  It  is  very  doubt- 
ful whether  any  amelioration  of  the  right  of  suffrage  can  ever  be 
operated,  but  by  the  sad  experience  of  the  evils  which  are  en- 
grafted upon  the  present  system.  All  our  public  Legislative  bodies 

42  Hamilton. 
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&  many  of  the  Executive  State  departments  are  verging  toward* 
democracy.  The  removal  of  the  seat  of  government  has  in  fact 
operated  disadvantageous^.  It  has  occasioned  the  resignation  of 
twenty  or  thirty  federal  members  of  Congress  whose  places  will 
be  generally  supplied  with  men  of  inferior  talents  or  opposite  sen- 
timents. These  things  all  augur  ill  to  the  cause  of  government, 
and  yet.  even  supposing  the  democrats  to  gain  complete  ascend- 
ancy, they  must  govern  us  somehow  or  other ;  though  I  am  confi- 
dent the  present  Constitution  will  be  a  miserable  pageant  under 
their  management. 

The  news  from  Europe  is  all  in  favor  of  the  french,  and  cre- 
ates some  wonder  among  us,  but  miracles,  though  told  are  not 
always  performed.  Fortune  has  not  yet  abandoned  her  favorite 
&  high  priest. 

The  negociations  at  Paris  on  our  behalf,  excites  much  inter- 
est here;  sometimes  we  are  told  it  is  entirely  broken  off  &  the 
Commissioners  are  returning  home,  at  other  times,  the  negoci- 
ation  is  in  a  fair  &  prosperous  train  &  a  treaty  may  be  expected 
to  result  from  it  &c.  Our  Minister43  at  Berlin  is  accused  of  hav- 
ing sacrificed  in  the  late  treaty,  the  rights  of  neutral  powers,  and 
it  is  said  in  the  Jacobin  papers  that  he  had  much  difficulty  to  per- 
suade the  Prussian  Minister  to  consent  to  such  an  article.  You 
will  observe  that  neither  the  treaty  or  any  correspondence  relative 
to  it  have  ever  been  published. 

Our  Cities  of  New  York  &  Philadelphia  have  hitherto  escaped 
the  yellow  fiend,  but  several  of  the  lesser  of  the  sea  ports  have 
been  visited  by  it.  The  quarantine  laws  have  been  vigorously  en- 
forced at  both  the  former  places,  whereas  none  have  existed  in 
the  infected  towns,  a  very  strong  proof,  that  the  fever  is  an  im- 
ported disease.  Business  flourishes  almost  beyond  example,  for 
the  season,  though  I  now  &  then  hear  a  Merchant  say,  that  ship- 
ping business  is  dull  &  discouraging.  A  proof  of  it  is,  that  not  a 
week  scarcely  goes  by,  without  our  hearing  of  the  departure  or 
arrival  of  more  than  an  hundred  sail,  under  convoy  for  or  from 
the  West  Indies. 

When  you  write  to  Berlin  please  inform  that  we  are  all  well. 
With  much  esteem,  I  am  Dear  Sir, 

Your  mo :  ob :  hble  Servt 
T.  B.  A. 

*  Sec  Note  24. 
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Philadelphia  3Oth  Septr   1800 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  none  of  your  favors,  although  1 
have  within  a  week  past  received  three  letters  from  my  Brother, 
with  your  marks  upon  them.  The  last  of  these  came  to  hand  this 
day  &  was  written  while  my  brother  was  upon  his  journey  to 
vSilesia.  The  details  of  his  travels  are  very  interesting. 

The  most  remarkable  domestic  occurrence,  since  the  date  of 
my  last,  is  the  discovery  of  a  pretty  extensive  combination44  among 
the  slaves  in  the  Southern  States,  for  the  purpose  of  a  practical 
illustration  of  those  seducing  theories — the  equal  rights  of  all  men, 
which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  hear  discussed,  with  great 
zeal,  for  several  years  past,  at  the  tables  of  their  owners.  The 
perpetration  of  the  plot  was  alone  prevented  by  an  intervention, 
almost  supernatural.  A  black  cloud  arose  in  the  afternoon,  pre- 
ceding the  night,  when  the  general  Massacre  of  the  white  inhab- 
itants of  Richmond  &  its  vicinity,  was  to  have  taken  place,  &  a 
flood  of  rain,  which  soon  burst  from  it,  so  deluged  the  Country, 
as  to  render  the  execution  for  that  night,  impracticable ;  the  sud- 
den overflow  of  a  small  stream,  cut  off  the  communication  of  some 
of  the  principal  conspirators,  from  the  place  of  rendezvous;  in 
the  meantime,  the  plot  was  revealed  or  detected,  and  many  of 
the  principal  actors  were  seized  &  sent  to  prison.  They  have  been 
tried  in  a  summary  manner  &  publicly  executed ;  the  particulars, 
which  transpired  at  their  trials,  were  of  a  nature  to  shock  insensi- 
bility itself.  The  enterprise  was  boldly  conceived,  arms  were  pro- 
vided &  the  whole  Country  might  have  been,  a  scene  of  carnage 
&  desolation,  but  for  the  providential  discovery.  An  insurrection 
of  a  similar  nature  has  broken  out  in  the  neighborhood  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.  and  though  less  formidable  than  at  first  represented,  it 
forebodes  much  danger.  Even  in  North  Carolina  &  Maryland, 
apprehensions  are  entertained.  It  is  said,  upon  what  authority 
I  have  been  unable  to  discover,  that  frenchmen  were  the  secret 
instigators  of  the  Virginia  revolt,  and  in  the  examinations  of  some 
of  the  detected  blacks,  it  appeared  in  evidence,  that  the  white 
french  inhabitants  were  to  have  been  spared  in  the  general  mas- 
sacre. The  leader  of  the  whole  band  has  hitherto  escaped  al- 

44  Conspiracy  matured  by  the  negro  Gabriel ;  1000  blacks  were  to  march 
upon  Richmond.  See  account  in  "South  in  the  Building  of  the  Nation," 
JV,  />/>•  234-5. 
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though  a  considerable  reward  has  been  offered  by  proclamation 
for  his  head.  It  is  hoped  that  this  warning  to  the  southern  pro- 
prietors will  produce  a  favorable  effect  upon  their  conduct  &  alter 
the  style  of  their  inflammatory  language  on  subjects  of  govern- 
ment. But  if  they  should  prefer  paying  their  debts  by  having 
their  throats  cut,  they  will  yet  persevere  in  despite  of  all  this. 

The  City  of  Philadelphia  yet  continues  more  healthy  than  any 
of  the  neighboring  Cities,  although  New  York  has  been  in  a  great 
degree  exempt  from  infectious  disorders  this  season.  All  our 
friends  are  in  health. 

I  can  offer  nothing  but  conjecture  upon  the  subject  of  our 
Elections.    The  Democrats  are  very  strong,  both  in  skill,  intrigue 
&  numbers.    The  failure  (as  we  hear)  of  the  negociation  with 
France  will  apprehend  do  some  harm  to  the  federal  cause. 
I  am  with  esteem,  your  friend 

A. 


Philadelphia  I7th  October  1800 
Dear  Sir, 

After  I  had  closed  my  letter  of  yesterday  and  delivered  it  at 
the  Coffee  house,  I  received  your  favor  of  the  3ist  August,  accom- 
panied by  one  from  my  Brother  of  the  1st,  both  of  which  came 
by  the  Voltaire.  I  have  already  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  sev- 
eral letters  from  my  brother,  which  have  been  forwarded  by  you ; 
among  which  were  doubtless  those,  which  he  was  so  anxious 
should  reach  me;  after  an  interval  of  several  months,  I  find  by 
the  frequency  of  his  communications,  that  the  art  of  writing  has 
not  quite  deserted  him. 

I  have  very  little  to  add  in  addition  to  what  I  wrote  yesterday, 
except  to  thank  you  for  your  valuable  letter ;  the  contents  of  which 
were  very  interesting.  If  you  thought  my  prognostications  re- 
specting the  probable  turn  of  affairs  in  this  Country,  rather  higher 
coloured  than  the  reality,  what  will  you  think  of  the  complication 
of  things  as  detailed  in  my  last  letter  ?  I  am  rather  apt  to  see  the 
dark  shades  in  the  prospect  before  us  than  the  light,  cheerful  & 
animating,  but  then  I  know  not  how  it  can  be  otherwise,  when  I 
am  told  by  my  senses  &  understanding  that  wicked,  ignorant  & 
base-born  men  ;  foreigners  too  to  our  Country,  are  superceeding 
in  the  public  confidence,  all  the  talents,  worth  &  wealth  of  our 
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oldest  and  hitherto  most  honored  Citizens.  Such  facts  as  these 
are  stubborn  things,  I  must  be  blind  not  to  see  their  evil  tendency. 
New  Jersey  will  turn  out  federal  in  their  State  Legislature, 
but  Maryland  strongly  otherwise.  The  electors  in  this  latter  State 
will  be  chosen  by  the  people  which  will  give  a  decided  majority  of 
votes  for  the  Anti-federal  Candidate,  there. 

We  hear  that  our  Commissioners  to  France  have  renewed  the 
conferences  which  were  postponed  or  broken  off  for  a  time.  What 
will  they  make  of  this  business  ? 

I  am  dear  Sir  with  much  esteem, 

Your  friend  &  hble  Servt 

T.  B.  Adams. 


Philadelphia  27th  March  1801 
Dear  Sir, 

A  ship  called  the  Cleopatra  sailed  from  this  post  a  few  weeks 
since  without  bearing  any  thing  for  you  from  me,  which  I  desire 
may  be  attributed  to  my  want  of  notice  that  she  was  about  to  de- 
part. I  now  enclose  you  the  sequel  of  the  Port  Folio,  and  at  the 
same  time  have  the  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
favor  of  the  8th  December,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  5th  instant. 

In  return  for  your  European  intelligence,  I  can  only  announce 
to  you  the  commencement  of  a  new  era  in  our  political  history ; 
one  which  my  letters  to  you,  more  than  a  twelvemonth  ago,  an- 
ticipated, and  to  which  my  mind  has  been  familiarized  by  the  fre- 
quency of  my  contemplations  respecting  it.  A  change  of  men 
has  yet  produced  no  visible  change  of  measures,  nor  would  it  be 
fair  or  reasonable  to  predict  as  to  the  future  conduct  of  adminis- 
tration, evil  consequences,  as  the  result  of  error  or  design.  The 
depravity  of  heart,  which  exists  among  what  is  called  the  Demo- 
cratic Republicans,  is  indicative  of  little  respect  for  moral  obli- 
gations, nor  have  we  good  reason  to  expect,  that  their  craving 
appetites  for  place,  power  &  profit,  will  be  satisfied  with  occasional 
vacancies  being  supplied,  or  a  few  obnoxious  officers  removed  for 
the  sake  of  filling  them  from  their  number. 

One  real  benefit  is  already  felt  as  a  consequence  of  the  new 
order  of  men.  The  clamors  of  the  vulgar  herd,  which  withoui 
ceasing  have  disturbed  the  peace  &  quiet  of  the  Country  for  a 
series  of  years,  are  now  no  more  heard.  They  have  been  so  swal- 
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lowed  up  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fancied  triumph  of  Democracy 
«>r  Republicanism  over  their  opposites,  that  it  has  to  them  operated 
like  a  reality.  The  streams,  whence  the  vilest  slanders  used  to 
flow  in  such  abundance,  threatening  to  inundate  &  overwhelm  the 
brightest  fame  of  our  most  estimable  people,  are  become  fountains 
of  fulsome  flattery  to  the  rulers  of  the  day.  The  gall  of  Jacobin- 
ism is  become  sweet  as  honey,  and  an  aspiring,  giddy  &  depraved 
faction,  to  whom  might  rightly  have  been  applied  two  lines  of  a 
great  poet — 

"Ne'er  didst  thou  hear,  more  sweet  than  sweetest  song, 
"Charming  the  soul,  thou  ne'er  didst  hear  thy  praise,"  is  now 
rioting  &  reveling  in  the  luxury  of  "soft  music,  warbling  voices 
&  melting  lays." 

You  will  not  learn  first  from  me,  the  distribution  which  ha> 
been  made  of  public  honors  &  offices,  since  the  new  man  came  in. 
Chancellor  Livingston45  of  New  York,  is  commissioned  as  Min- 
ister to  the  french  Nation,  and  he  will  probably  sail  in  May  or 
June — meantime  Beau  Dawson  has  just  embarked  as  messenger. 
with  the  Convention. 

Mr.  Madison4*  is  Secretary  of  State;  Genl  Dearborne47  of 
War,  the  other  Departments  are  yet  vacant.  Sundry  inferior 
officers  have  been  removed  &  creatures  put  in  their  places.  This 
I  expected,  it  could  not  be  otherwise  and  the  federalists  who  ex- 
pect, that  the  President  will  be  able,  if  disposed  to  persevere  in  a 
system  of  moderation  &  forbearance  with  respect  to  appointments, 
will  be  disapointed.  It  begins  to  be  well  understood  by  both  or 
all  parties  and  us,  that  success  in  obtaining  a  Candidate  of  their 
own,  at  the  head  of  government,  is  sufficient  to  authorize  a  system 
of  proscription  with  regard  to  the  opponents.  This  is  Repub- 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  very  sincerely  your's 

T.  B.  Adams. 


Philadelphia  i;th  June  1801. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  favors  of  tire  7th  &  3ist  of  March  &  3d  of  April,  are  yet 
unacknowledged,  though  they  have  been  sometime  received.  No 
vessel  has  sailed  directly  for  your  port  since  I  last  wrote,  until 

*  Robert  R.  Livingston,  app.  Min.  Res.  to  France,  1801. 

*  James  Madison  of  Va.  app.  Sec.  of  State,  1801. 
47  Henry  Dearborn  app.  Sec.  of  War,  1801. 
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the  ship  Benjamin,  on  board  of  which  I  sent  you  a  packet  of  the 
Port  folio.48  I  also  sent  a  packet  for  my  Brother,  but  I  apprehend 
he  will  have  left  Berlin  before  it  can  arrive,  though  possibly  he 
may  not  have  embarked  for  home. 

The  Spectator  and  another  pamphlet  have  likewise  been  re- 
ceived from  you;  but  this  pamphlet  addressed  by  my  brother  to 
my  father,  &  enclosed  by  you  to  me,  was  unfortunately  put  on 
board  of  a  ship,  bound  to  New  York,  though  said  on  the  cover, 
to  be  sent  by  the  Pennsylvania  for  this  place ;  coming  by  post  to 
me,  it  inflamed  my  postage  bill,  rather  more  than  a  poor  attorney 
can  bear  without  grumbling,  so  I  charge  you  to  be  more  careful, 
in  future,  how  you  enclose  pamphlets  to  me,  which  are  addressed 
to  another  person.  Congress  conferred  the  privilege  of  franking 
upon  John  Adams,  but  they  were  not  so  generous  to  his  son. 

I  thank  you  for  all  your  political  intelligence.  Poor,  free, 
imperial  Hamburg!  How  art  thou  bandied  about,  like  a  football, 
kicked,  cuffed  &  squeezed,  until  thou  hast  scarce  breath  enough 
left  to  sigh  a  complaint,  at  thy  indignities!  Thou  has  been  con- 
victed at  sundry  times  &  in  divers  manners  of  being  rich,  and 
because  thou  wouldst  not  fight,  thou  fain  must  pay.  I  hate  to 
see  the  weak  trodden  under  foot,  but  since  the  abrogation  of  the 
law  of  Nations,  this  has  been  a  trick  of  the  times.  I  think  however 
that  these  little,  paltry,  insignificant,  trading  towns,  which  are 
mock-dignified  by  the  epithet  of  free  &  imperial  Cities,  are  such 
a  burlesque  on  sovereignty,  that  I  care  little  who  takes  them  under 
protection,  provided  it  be  a  power  competent  to  the  service. 

I  presume  you  get  newspapers  from  this  place,  and  therefore 
I  need  not  tell  you  any  thing  about  the  heinous  sins  of  our  political 
rulers.  They  are  chronicled  every  day  in  the  vehicles  of  scandal, 
otherwise  called  free  papers.  There  is  sore  complaint  at  removals 
from  office,  and  there  is  unceasing  clamor  that  so  few  removals 
are  made.  The  sovereign,  begins  to  bellow,  about  the  loaves  & 
fishes,  which  are  the  very  quintescence  of  Republicanism.  The 
Alpha  and  Omega  of  democracy.  "We  have  yet  gained  little" 
say  the  Republicans,  if  any  federal  officer  be  continued  in  employ, 
and  it  is  beginning  to  transpire,  that  the  triumph  of  principle  in 
the  late  struggle  of  parties,  is  nothing  more  than  the  triumph  of 
the  unprincipled  office-seekers  of  the  Country. 

**  Port  folio  pub.  under  name  "Oliver  Oldschool" ;  periodical  begun 
Jan.  3,  1801.  Ed.  Joseph  Dennie,  until  1811-12.  See  Hist,  of  Phil,  by  Scharf 
&  Westcott.  *r 


We  hear,  and  read  every  day,  that  our  fathers  fought  &  bled 
for  the  sake  of  establishing  a  free  &  independent  republic.  Well, 
we  flattered  ourselves  (till  lately  when  we  have  been  better  in- 
formed) that  we  had  been  living  under  a  republican  form  of 
government,  &  some  have  been  foolish  enough  to  think  that  the 
Country  has  prospered  under  the  administration  of  two  first  Presi- 
dents ;  but  we  are  now  assured  by  all  the  democratic  prints,  that 
the  Independence  which  was  declared  in  1776.  was  never  estab- 
lished until  the  4th  March  1801. 

My  dear  Sir,  you  seem  to  retain  a  respect  for  the  good  sense 
of  my  Countrymen  &  are  willing  to  believe  that  fair  argument 
&  free  discussion,  will  yet  avail,  in  preserving  our  political  insti- 
tutions. I  advise  you  to  banish  this  impression,  as  too  destitute  of 
foundation,  for  if  a  people  were  ever  befooled  &  besotted  with 
intemperate  zeal  for  any  thing,  my  Countrymen  certainly  are  for 
the  name  of  Republicanism.  But  enough.  I  ought  like  Noah  & 
sons  to  step  back  &  cover  the  nakedness  of  a  parent. 

I  believe  "a  political  intolerance,  as  despotic  as  wicked.'  i- 
about  to  commence.  Hitherto  we  have  seen  but  little  of  it,  though 
I  have  looked  for  it,  more  than  others,  who  have  more  faith  than 
I  had  in  smooth  words.  You  I  think  may  calculate  upon  being 
removed,  provided  any  body  should  want  to  be  Consul  at  Ham- 
burg. 

Your  old  friend,  Clinton,49  has  again  got  into  the  saddle  upon 
the  back  of  New  York.  The  good  beast  called  the  sovereign,  had 
always  a  propensity  to  be  ridden  by  this  jockey,  and  only  threw 
him  out  of  his  seat,  by  stumbling  over  Jay. 

Our  New  York  &  Boston  friends  are  well.  The  enclosed  half 
T( ntinel  will  afford  you  some  reading. 

With  great  esteem  I  am,  dear  sir,  your  friend  £  hble  Servt. 

Thomas  B.  Adams. 


Philadelphia  nth  July  1801 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  kind  favor  of  May  nth  is  this  day  two  months  old. 
I  received  it  with  great  pleasure  about  an  hour  ago,  and  as  I  ex- 
pect to  be  off,  on  Tuesday  next,  the  I4th  currt.  for  New  York 

*  De  Witt  Clinton,  elected  to  N.  Y.  Sen.  1799. 
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and  Boston,  I  shall  have  no  time  but  the  present  to  thank  you  for 
it,  and  also  for  the  letters  from  my  Brother,  which  accompanied  it. 
I  must  do  justice  to  your  fidelity  &  attention  in  forwarding,  with 
punctuality,  so  many  letters  &  packages  as  you  have  had  in  charge 
from  my  brother.  Within  the  space  of  twelve  months,  I  have 
received  upwards  of  fifty  letters  I  know  not  that  more  than  one 
of  the  series,  as  yet  went  wrong.  I  have  endeavored  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  all,  but  I  fear  that  my  letter  of  the  beginning 
of  June  will  arrive  too  late  to  meet  my  brother  and  acquaint  him 
in  detail  of  all  he  could  wish  to  know  on  this  subject. 

I  am  pleased  to  hear  you  are  gratified  by  the  Port  folio,  I 
doubt  not  you  will  continue  to  be  so,  for  it  improves  as  it  advances, 
and  I  have  already  sent  you  a  complete  sett,  to  No.  23  inclusive, 
by  the  present  conveyance  you  shall  receive  the  rest  as  far  as  they 
go.  The  encouragement  for  this  Gazette  has  been  liberal,  and  as 
the  subscription  was  required  in  advance,  the  Editor  makes  no 
bad  debts  by  his  customers ;  of  course  he  has  the  advantage  over 
all  other  newspaper  Editors  in  the  place.  Some  of  his  readers 
have  been  disgusted  with  the  freedom  taken  in  discussing  the 
merits  of  our  famous  State-paper  called  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. It  had  become  very  fashionable  with  the  Jacobins  to 
puff  this  paper,  as  a  wonderful  production  of  genius ;  as  a  model  of 
elegant  &  correct  style ;  as  the  political  creed  of  all  true  Republi- 
cans, and  it  delighted  them  the  more,  for  containing  a  string  of 
anathemas  &  denunciations  against  George  3d.  This  conduct 
provoked  some  among  us  to  scrutinize  pretty  closely  the  merits  of 
this  performance,  and  if  you  should  think,  that  the  truth  lies  ex- 
actly in  the  middle,  between  these  two  critiques,  perhaps  you 
would  not  ere  much  in  the  estimate.  The  ladies  contribute  toward 
the  success  of  this  Gazette  also,  but  at  times  the  Editor  is  so  saucy, 
that  they  threaten  to  box  his  ears.  Hitherto  it  has  been  conducted 
with  taste  &  ability,  and  I  hope  will  continue  to  do  so. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  that  my  Brother50  is  so  shortly  to  return 
home,  though  I  believe  with  you,  that  his  talent  might  have  been 
usefully  employed  in  Europe.  Our  domestic  politics  are  so 
crooked,  that  no  man  of  his  trentpe  can  look  for  employment,  nor, 
considering  the  company  he  must  serve  with,  could  any  man  of 
honest  views  &  proper  feelings  agree  to  officiate  under  this  novus 
or  do;  I  mean  with  a  new  Commission. 

"John  Quincy  Adams. 
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I  must  ask  your  excuse  for  so  short  a  letter  but  my  time  is  not 
abundant.    On  my  return  you  may  hear  again  from 
Your  friend  &  hble  servt. 

Thomas  B.  Adams. 

P.  S.  I  hear  that  our  friend  W.  Rogers  is  on  the  brink  of  the 
grave  of  batchelors.  He  is  expected  shortly  to  bury  himself 
by  the  side  of  a  rich  widow  by  the  name  of  Cruger. 
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